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Washingbjn,  D.  C.  20535 


Subject  of  Request:  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice 
FOIPA  NO. 

Dear  Requester: 

Enclosed  are  copies  of  documents  from  FBI  records.  Excisions  have  been  made  to  protect  information  exempt 
from  disclosure  pursuant  to  Title  5,  United  States  Code,  Section  552  (Freedom  of  Information  Act)  and/or  Section 
552a  (Privacy  Act).  In  addition,  where  excisions  were  made,  the  appropriate  exempting  subsections  have  been  cited 
opposite  the  deletions.  Where  pages  have  been  withheld  in  their  entirety,  a  deleted  page  information  sheet  has 
been  substituted  showing  the  reasons  or  basis  for  the  deletion.  The  subsections  cited  for  withholding  information 
from  the  enclosed  documents  are  marked  below: 

Section  552  Section  552a 
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□  (d)(5) 

□  (b)(2) 

o  (bX7)(B) 

□  0)(2) 

□  (b)(3) 

H  (b)(7)(C) 

□  (kXl) 

□  (b)(4) 

H  (b)(7)(D) 

□  (k)(2) 

n  (b)(5) 

B  (b)(7)(E) 

Q  (k)(3) 

□  (bX6) 

□  (b)(7)(F) 

□  (k)(4) 

□  (bX&) 

□  (kX5) 

□  (b)(9) 

□  (k)(6) 

□  (kX7) 

(See  Form  OPCA-l6a,  enclosed,  for  an  explanation  of  these  exemptions.) 
Pursuant  to  your  request,  1580  preprocessed  pages  are  being  released. 


The  documents  responsive  to  your  request  were  previously  processed  for  another  requester.  In  order  to 
provide  the  information  you  requested  as  soon  as  possible,  we  have  released  the  FBI  information  as  it  was 
originally  processed.  We  have  not  contacted  other  government  agencies  concerning  their  information  in  FBI  files. 
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Domestic  Intelligence  Division 
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ff^AIRGRAM 

URGENT  1-6.-65 
TO  D\lREcf0R 


DECODED  CO  P  X.  .  ^ 

□  CABLEGRAM.:  ,:XS^.IlApi0..^aT^LE^^^^ 


FRpX^'^^E^V  ORLEANS  06l952 
^^fCcc/fl  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE.  JONESBGROl^U  I  S I  ANA,_X§i^ 
TEr-fiRADFORO,   PRESIDENT,  /■'T7=/ 


^JONESEORO 

■  OUIsTST!!!???  THAT  CAPTIONED  OBGANIZATION  HAS  BEEN  0«a,«,ZE| 

"rc,rE;rAErTr;sErsT"«rf.p"T:«r  o»L.  Z.T , » ^  ^ 

RACIAL  E:^^^'-'';  ^  ^  ,T  yoULD  BE  MORE  .  I NCL I  NED  . 

HA'  NIGHT  PATROLS   IN  THE  NEGRO  SECTIONS  UF  jO,JE§.oRO  A,vD  M 
EELlEveS  Th.T  TMESE  r:lGi-J  PATROLS  ARE  An.ED. 

.  y  FOLLOWS.  ,  '  Z"  ■ 

RECEIVED:  5  =  57  ^^^^^ 
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WliNFORMATIO:!  CCriTAUiED 
HERH:  IS  UaCLA- SIRED 


Z  JAN  12  196S  . 
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^Jif  :i'       n  .  „  ,o't,2^„,i„a,.</  »:«»ia.  f.^  n,^c«u,  it  ;»  suss..tcd  that  U  be, 

f/rp,i"rj«r^^^^^^   : — -   "---r-/ 
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Mr.  Hosien-X-, 
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?»Ir.  Sullivan_: 

Tele.-  KoomJ  

iWisa  liolnies_.. 


TO: 
FROM: 


DIRiiCTOR,  FBI  (157-New) 
^iC,  NEW  ORLE/iNiS  (15.7-New) 


0 


'jONiiSBOKOV-LOUISlAl^^ , 


•   Enclosed  ior  the  Bureau  are  eight  (8)  copies 
oJ:  LILM  re  captioned  matter.  .  / 


C3>-  Bureau     (iinc.  8) 
-  New  Orleans 

i;C/iilcd 
(5) 


REC  8. 


,  J  a:;  ■12  isss 


Agency  G-2,   ONI,   OSI,  CRD^CS:  o/^  -5 

ALI.iNro;;f,iAT;0?!CG;iTAlNEil,  ^    jan  8  1965 
DATE  7- /6  ji    r'/  Forw.../i..-.± 
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tMlii^D  STATES  DEPAKi.MENT  OF  ^JSTICE 
FKOEUAL  WtUKAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
January  6,  196^ 


DK^CONS  FOR  DEFKNSK  OF  JUSTICE, 

JON^SBORO,  LOUISIANA, 

FKRCY  LHE  BiViDFORD.  PRiSSlDEMT 


Jonesboro, 

Louisiana,  advised  January  5,  1965  that  an  organi- 
zation kiiov/n  as  Deacons  for  Defense  of  Justice, 
with  Percy  Lee  Bradford,  Negro  male,  age  about  44, 
as  president,  iias  been  orgaiiiiied  at  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana,     lie  stated  that  this  organization  was 
organized  to  promote  Negroes'  civil  rights  and 

\  that  its  purposes  v/ere  much  the  same  as  those„of-. 

1  CORii,     He^tiijtcd  that  v/heTBtss^OUiS  is  complete ly_ 
♦  non -violent  in  its 'metiioSs  of ''Scaling  with  civil' 
r  ights^matters ,  Deacons  for  Defense  *  of  JusticeTvvould 

~'L)'o"more  militant  and  inclined  to  use  violence  in 
dealing  with  any  violent  opposition  encountered, . 

"~'He"Stated 'that  Deacons  ior  Defense  ox  Justice  has 
ni^^Iit  patrols  in  the  ^'e2,ro  sections  of  Jonesboro  and 


-7  c.- 
J> 


,.-1-,  •+■ 


patrols  are  arriiod. 


  advised  this 

orgaiiii^a tion  v/as  a  non -violent  Negro  movement 
organized' exclusively  within  Jackson  Parish, " Louisiana. 
He  stiited  its  purpose  was  to  promote  justice  for  the 
Negro  and  followed  the  same  principals  as  laid  down 
by  the  COIUi  e2:cept  its  members  v/ould,  if  attacked, 
defend  theiaselvos  by  use  of  foz'ce. 

He  said  this  organization  has  two  citizens 
band  radios  and  walkie  talkies  used  to  communicate 
with  one  another  in  case  violence  against  the  Negro 
is  initiated  in  Jacltson  Parish,     He  said  there  was 
between  250  and  300  members  within  the  parish  and  they 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA,  PERCY 


^^DVISED  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  CAPTIONED  MATTER: 

■■■^STATED  THAT  IT  WAS  LEARNED  THAT  ON  THE  NIGHT  OF 
^^EBRUARY  TWENTY  ONE,  LAST,  SIX  CONGRESS  OF  RACIAL  EQUALITY,  ' 
jS^AREN  CORE  ENj  PAREN,   MEM3ER3  APPEARED  AT  B03ALUSA,  AT 
;;°^HICH  Tit'.E  THEY  HELD  A  MEETING  AT  THE     NEGROES  LABOR  HALL.  ' 
;°4EETIN'3j  WAS  ATTENDED  3Y  SEVERAL  B0GALU3A  NEGRO  LEADERS, 


ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 


^JnD  PAG^'iO?^ 


^  ,  C Jm^^^-herein  is  unclassi 


-2  .. 

I'^PiGt  TWO 


THE  MAIN  PURPOSE  OF  THE  MEETING  WAS 


■DISCUSS  AN  ORGANIZATION  NOW  BEING  PUT  TOGETHER  IN  LOUISIANA 


AS  THE  DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  .JUSTICE.  . PAREN  DDJ  END  PAREN. 
RAIN  SPEAKER  OF  THE  EVENING  WAS  BELIEVED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  ERNEST  THOMAS 


23\- 

26' 
3  7 

2 
2 

IbnO  DISCUSSED  THE  FACT  THAT  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  DDJ,   PAREN  STRICTLY 
^I^EGRO  END  PAREN,   WOULD  COST  TEN  DOLLARS  INITIATION  FEE 
:^AND  TWO  DOLLARS  PER  MO^-ITH.     TEI\'  PERCENT  OF  THE  MONIES  OBTAINED 
r'pte  THE  LOCAL 'CHAPTERS  WOULD  BE  CHANELLED  INTO  THE  HEADQUARTERS  OF 
;?rHE  STATE  ORGANIZATION  WHICH   IS  NOW  BELIEVED  TO  BE  AT  JONESBORO, 
^^OUISIANA. 

IT  WAS  EXPLAINED,   THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  MONEY  WAS  TO  BUY 


■;3 

44 

;5: 


^^ADIO  EQUIPMENT,   INCLUDING  WALKY  DASH  TALKIES,   CITIZENS  BAND 


47 


;  EQUIPMENT,   FOR. AUTOMOBILES,   AS  WELL  AS  AMMUNITION,  LITERATURE, 

^3^ND  OTHER  EQUIPMENT  NOT  IDENTIFIED.     DISCUSSED  IN  CONSIDERABLE 

'^u.  ■  

jk-ENGTH  WAS  THE  PUTTING  OF  MOBIL  CITIZENS  BAND  RADIOS  INTO  AUTOMOBILES 
2   , 


PAGE  TWO 


56 

53 

-.9 


:20F  NEGRO  MEMBERS,  PRINCIPALLY  IN  30SALUSA,     IT  WAS  REPORTED  THAT 

13"   

14rH0MAS  WENT  ON  TO  EXPLAIN  THE  DDJ  INTENDED  TO  ESTABLISH  A  CODE 

L5  ■  -  • 

leSYSTEM  WHEREBY.  A  STATE  WIDE  C0^3MUNICATI0NS  SET  UP  COULD  BE  CREATED, 
laN  pRDER  THAT,   IF  NEGROES  IN  ONE  COMMUNITY  HAVE  DIFFICULTY,  THE 

zo^lm-  ' —      ^. 

w 

23 

Z^^XGROES  COULD  I  IMMEDIATELY  CALL  ON  THE  RADIO  FOR  ASSISTANCE  AND  GET 

2^s'sISTANCE/'   THOMAS  TALKED  AT  LENGTH  ABOUT  THE  USE  AND  ADVANTAGES 

27  ■ 

?^^LKIE  DASH  TALKIES  AND  EQUIPMENT  FOR  COMMUNICATION  PURPOSES. 

30"':'  '    THOMAS  THEN  d'eISCUSSED  A  TENDENCY  ON  THE  PART  OF  NEGROES 

32Tp.  BUY  CHEAP  WEAPONS  LIKE  A  TWENTY  TWO  CALIBER.     THOMAS  POINTED 

}i)UT-  THAT  NEG'OpES  SHOULD  BUY  SUBSTANTIAL  WEAPONS  INCLUDING  A  THREE 

3^ER0  SIX  CALIBER  Rl^^        THOMAS  SUGGESTED  THAT  TWELVE  OR  SIXTEEN 
■)  ^^jffl|i(tefc"'~ "■  '  ..   - —  '  

'i'^ak  SHOTGUNS  WErvE  GOOD  FOR  QUOTE  CLOSE  IN  WORK  UNQUOTE.  THOMAS 
}9 

;03AID  THAT  IF  STANDARDIZED  GAGES  WERE '  03TAI  NED  THE  NEGROES  IN 
•  ^ 

4f;0MMUNTTIES  COULD  BUY  SHELLS  BY  THE  CASE.     THOMAS  SAID  THAT 

;3"  — : 

4^JEGR0ES  SHOULD  KEEP  PLENTY  OF  AMMUNITION  IN  THEIR  CARS,  IN 
45  

46rHEIR  HOMES,   AS  THEY  NEVER  KNEW  WHEN  THEY  WOULD  NEED  THE  AMMUNITION 

4^ND  THEY  WERE  TO  3E  EXPECTED  TO  BE  READY 

sJ^ND  PAGE  THREE  

"1 


'A'GE  FOUR 
r^HENEVER  THEY  WERE  CALLED  UPON. 

"     THOMAS  SAID  THAT  HIS  GROUP  HAS  CONTACTS  IN  CHICAGO  AND 

i.6   ^   ,    

r^OUSTON  FOR  AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS  AND  MENTIONED  .A, 71  j^lX,  CALIBER  AND 
^^fi^Y^^CAlJBER., MACHINE  GUN. 

22         THOMAS  STATED,  REFERRING  TOJJiEJia-XLUX-KL AN  AND  WHITE 
2^E0PLE  GENERALLY,   THAT  IF  KKK  OR  WHITE  PEOPLE  WANTED  VIOLENCE,  THAT 
^|iUbTE  THEY  INTENDED  TO  COMBAT  VIOLENCE  WITH  VIOLENCE;  THAT  THEY 
:^AD  NO  INTENTION  OF  STARTING  ANYTHING  THEMSELVES  BUT  WANTED  TO  BE 
UNQUOTE, 


■^.v.     THJ)MAS  DISCUSSED  AT  CONSIDERABLE  LENGTH  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF 


3^AVINS  ROVING  PATROLS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  COl-IMUNITIES  SO  THAT 

LD  ANY  NEGRO  3E  ARRESTED  BY  A  POLICE  OFFICER,  THAT  THE 
NG  PAT:'?0L  AS  \;iTN'ES3ES  TO  ANY  ARREST,   COULD  i;iMEDIATELY 


•^DEFEND  THE  POSITION  OF  THE  ARRESTED  PERSON.     THOMAS  SAID  THAT  IF 

■JiPOLICE  OFFICERS  SEE  NEGROES  WHO  ARE  ARMED  AS  THE  POLICE  ARE, 

7^HE  POLICE  COULD  3E  EXPECTED  TO  PROBABLY  BACK  AWAY  AND  NOT  AFFECT 

^^HE  ARREST  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL. 
1 6 

^"^  THOMAS  -DISCUSSED  THE  NEED  FOR  MEMBERS  OF  THIS  GROUP,  IF 

48 

''^HEY  - SHOULD  JLON,  TO  GET  TOGETHER  WITH  THEIR  NEGRO  LEADERS,  THE 

"■^PREACHERS,   SCHOOL  TEACHERS,   AND  OTHER  RESPONSIBLE  PERSONS,  AND 
->2 

-END  PAGE  .FOUR 


^^^^ 

EACH-  TO  AND  EMPHASIZE  TO  THESE  LEADER  THAT  IF  THESE  LEADERS 


'^0  MOT  GO  ALONG  WITH  THIS  ACTIVITY  THAT  THEY  WERE  NOT  FIT  IN  THE 

13 

i^FlRST  PLACE,  THO^IAS  POINTED  OUT  IF  THE  LOCAL  MEMBERS  IF  THE  DDJ 
15  ■ 

^6WERE  NOT  SUCCESSFUL  IN  WORKING  ON  NEGRO  LEADERS  IN  THE  C0r4MUNITY 
l^ND  CONVINCING  THEM  THAT  THEY,  REFERRING  TO  CORE,  WOULD  DO  IT 


-•QFOlf^^THEM.  i 
^2         A  FURTH_ER  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING  OF  THE  DDJ  IS  SCHEDULED  AT  BOGALUSA 
i^N  SUNDAY,   FEBRUARY  TWENTY  EIGHT,  SIXTY  FIVE,   AND  ALL  PROSPECTIVE 

2s-p-va:.~  .  .   , 

26MEMBERS  WERE  REQUESTED  TO  BRING  MONEY,  DUES,   AND  INITIATION  FEES,  j 

'I  ^ L7(l  i 

: ^igy^,^ WMBMi^ ADVISED  THAT  BASED  UPON  THIS  INFORMATION  ^ 

VOTHE  BOGALUSA  CITY  ADMINISTRATION  FELT  THAT  THE  DDJ  WOULD  NOT  '  ! 

n  .  . .  ■  ■  ■■ 

3^E  TOO  SUCCESSFUL  FROM  THE  STAND  POINT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  AND  DUES 
12 

3^UT  WERE  CONCERNED  ABOUT  THE  DIFFICULTIES  DISCUSSIONS  OF  THIS 
35 

^6TYPE  WOULD  HAVE  AMONG  THE  NEGRO  POPULATION  IN  THE  BOGALUSA  COMMUNITY, 


.  -  on  THE  ^a£HT  OF  FEBRUARY  TWENTY  TWO,  SIXTyFIVE,   IT  VA3  REPORTED 

39   

iOTHAT  ROBERT JHjlCKS.   A  NEGRO  LEADER  IN' BOGALUSA  AND  ACTIVE  IN 

;  1    


i2C0RE  WORK  SPOKE  BEFORE  THE  BOGALUSA  VOTERS  LEAGUE  AT  A 
4  4END  PAGE  FIVE 

48 
49 

-iO 
'1 
52 
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1 4 


S  PAGE-;..SIX 

5J<EETING  CALLED  TO  LEND  SUPPORT  TO  THE  BOGALUSA  NEGRO 

0^iU^niZS  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  CITY  ADMINISTRATION.  H^CKS 

:2DI"SCUSSED  AT  GREAT  LENGTH  THE  DDJ     INFORMATION  AS 

iCISCUSSED  THE  PREVIOUS  EVENING  BY  ERNEST  THOMAS,     HICKS  POINTED 
15  ■ 

■  £rMiT  Tn  Tur  DiTADi  r   TM   ATTCMnAMnxT  uurv  uror   vincTi  v  TrvMACiir  r'un  noirw 


c 


ISTHS  ADVANTAGES  OF  ARMING  THEMSELV,£S_AND._DISCUS3ED  HAND  GRE^^ 


iCWAUKlE  DASH  TALKIES,   AND  EXPLAINED  GENERALLY..  WHAT  WAS 

22STATED  THE  PREVIOUS  NIGHT  BY  ERNEST  THOMAS. 

2  3  — 

24';.-  .    HICKS  WENT  INTO  GREAT  DETAIL  CONCERNING  HOW  YOUNG  NEGROES 

2eC0ULD  DEFEND  THE'-ISEL VES  BY  CONVERGING  ON  POLICE  OFFICERS   IF  THE 

21       •  '   "    •  ■ 

^fiPOUCE  WERE  TRYING  TO  ARREST  NEGROES  AND  CAUSE  DIFFICULTY  AT 

iOTHE^^TIKE  OF  THE  ARREST  AND  PREVENT  THE  N  E  G  RO^  FR  0  M_.  BE  I N  G 

?1  ^"^ 

3  3AHR  ESTED. 

3  **'-.^-- 

34-  SECRET  SERVICE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  AND  INTELLIGENCE  CORPS  GROUP, 
25 

i6N£y  O.^XEANS,   ARE  BEING  ADVISED.     LHM  FOLLOWS. 

4  0    C  ORR-PAGE-TyO- Li^'E--TK7?rX"T?-0r( D^EI'oKnHD -BE  DENTi-F^-ED — 

a 

4  2Pfr&E-THREE-LI  NE  -F-I-V-E-Oi^-I-'F-L-ETTERS  •  FB 
43* 

4  4PATHE-"TKHEE-LirvE-  NINE  WORD-SHD-BE  DISCUSSED 
45 

;6PAGE-F0UH  LINE  NI N&T-£-Ei^-"WORD  ■  THREE  SHD-BE-JOrN 

4  8END  AND  ACK  PLS 
49 

tqWA.  .rpp 

n 

52FBI  WASH  DC 
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Date:  2/24/65 
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AIRMAIL 
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TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 

SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  (157-3290) 

DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND 
JUSTICE,  JONESBORO,^LOUISIANA^ 
PERCY  I4EEVBRADFORD  . 

RM  \\  ^-'.r^ 


Enclosed  herewith  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies 
of  letterhead  memorandum  concerning  captioned  matter,  two 
copies  for  Houston,  and  two  copies  for  Chicago.     Copies  have 
also  been  forwarded  to  ICG  and  Secret  Service,  New  Orleans. 


CHICAGO  AT  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 

Through  established  sources,   informants,  andvgun 
outlets,   detei^mine  whether  or  not  any  shipments  of  guns  are 
being  made  to  the  Jones boro,  Bogalusa,   oi'  New  Oi' leans  ai'ea. 

HOUSTON  DIVISION  AT  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 


J)1L 


/  Cover  same  lead  as  set  forth  for  Chicago  Division, 


56 


(f'3~-  Bureau   (Eric.  8) 

2  -  Houston  (Enc.  2) 

2  -  Chicago  (Enc.  2) 
•  2  -  New  Oi'leans   (1  -  157-3290) 
(1  -  173-201) 


JTS/Birk 
(9) 


HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 

AGEXCY:   ACSI,  OXT,  OPJ.  SEC  SEU 

DliPX  ISD,  CKD. 
DATE  FORW:  ,^^-/'  C'-^ 


TI 


now  FOiiW,:.A.<^^z>-^i^  ^C^y^ 

 '  _«/ 


lie  No, 


Please  Jipjt-r  to 


UiN.tKD  STATES  D  i:i»A  KT.M  KNT  Oi  JUSTICE 

FEDEHAL  BLKEAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


New  Or  leans  j  Lou  is 1 ana 
February  24,  1965 


DEACONS  FORDEFENSE 
klsD  JUSTICE 


On  February  22,   1965,   a  confidential  source  advised 
the  follow ing  information  concerning  the  captioned  matter: 

Source  ^tgited  that  it  was  learned  that  on  the  night 
of  February  21,   ]965,  six  Congress  Of  Racial  Equality  (COaE) 
me:'mbors  appeared  at  Bogalusa,   at  which  time  they  he  Id -'a 

ill' .  V.  vy  A  J 1  f-.     t>.  k      \,  n-7.         — <^:j.  o     L-o-UijA      ilia.  J.  A  ,    \     liii^    llic:     L  i  1  j  ^     1^  t*%0     tt  L  L  t:  II U  t;  U 


S < -u r c e  r p p or t V; d  The  main  pu r pos ■-:t  of  the  me e t i n g  w as 
T  O  d  1  s c u.^ s     n  c r  g- :}  n  i z  a  t  ion  n ow  b^;  i n g  pu  t    t c  g - t  h - r  in  Lou  i s  i a na 
k n v'u- II    s  T  lu-  De a C'. J n i o 3-       f  ens and  ,Ju s t; i c ■=?   ( li D J )  «     The  main 

pt' k ^^ r  i> f   t. h - n  i n g  \^  j:     b^^  .1  i  v d  t  o  h a v b n  Er n e t  Thomas 
^  li o  d     cut  s e d  t  li^f-  f  0  c  r    t  i) r   ip. .^n r s h  ip  in  T. liv  Ol.J.J  (strictly 
N-jgro)..   '.wjujd  cost  .^;10  initij.tica  fee  a..nd  ■:>2  p.?r  month.  Ten 
nf--r  cont    ->f   thr-  monies  obtam^^rd  irom  th'j   li.ca)   chapter would 
b^   Chanel  led  into  the  lr--s.d.-i.uarter«  of  the  state  organization 
whicli.  IS  now  believed  to  b^r  at  Jonesboro,  U^uisxana. 

It  V       explain-r'd  the  purpose  of   the  money  was  to  buy 
radio  equipment,   including  walki-i^- talk  ies  ,  ci!  izens  band 
e  :j u  i  pm  ' n t  f  c-i"  ft  ut  omob i  1  fr?  ■   s we 1 1  as  ammun i t  ion  ,    I  i  ter ature  , 
and  Gt.)i  :r  equipment   n-:t   i.df nt i  1  i^^d  .     Dif^cu^ssed  in  considerable 
Itngih  wa-:^  the  putting  of  mobile  ,  c  it  is^ens  .  band  .radlag  ..intP 


Mil 


1 1S  U?^CLASS!FIED 


DhK^^/c^Sz^  BY  /A 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


automobiles  of  Negro  members,  principally  in  Bogalusa.     It  was 
reported  that  Thomas  went  onto  explain  the  DDJ  intended  to 
establish  a  code  system "whereby  a  state-wide  communications  set 
up  could  be  created  in  order  that,   if  Negroes  in  one  community 
have  difficulty,   the  Negress  could  immediately  call  on  the  radio 
for  assistance  and  get  assistance,    Thomas  talked  at  length 
about  the  use  and  advantages  of  walkie-talkies  and  equipment 
for  communication  purposes. 

Thomas  then  discussed  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
Negroes  to  buy  cheap  weapons  like  a  .22  caliber.  Thomas 
pointed  out  that  Negroes  should  buy  substantial  weapons, 
including  a    «306  caliber  rifle.     Thomas  suggested  that  12  or 
16  gage  shotguns  were  good  for  "close  in  work."    Thomas  said 
that  if  standardized  gages  were  obtained,  the  Negroes  in 
communities  could  buy  shells  by  the  case.     Thomas  said  that 
Negroes  should  keep  plenty  of  ammunition  in  their  cars,  in 
their  homes ,  as  they  never  knew  when  they  would  need  the 
ammunition,  and  they  were  to  be  expected  to  be  ready  whenever 
they  were  called  upon. 

Thomas  said  t  ha.T.  his  grcup  has  com  act  i   in  Chicago 
and  Houston  for  automatic  litapons  and  mentioned  a  .50  caliber 
and  .30  caliber  machine  gun. 

Thomas  stated,   r-:rf erring  to  xhi  Ku  Kiux  Klan  and 
white  people  generally,  that  if  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  or  white 
people  wanted  viol  enco,    t  Ii"-:.t  ''th=i-y  intv.nded  to  combat  violence 
with  violence;    th&.t  they  had  no  intention  of  starting  anything 
themselves  but  wanted  to  be  ready « " 

Thomas  di?5cu£.5»rd  at  considerable  length  the  advantages 
of  having  roving  Negro  patxols  in  the  various  communities  so 
that  should  any  Negro  bs  arrested  by  a  police  officer,    that  the 
roving  patrol,  as  witnesses  to  any  arrest,   could  immediately 
defend  the  position  of  the  arrested  person.     Thomas  said  that 
if  police  officers  see  Negroes  who  are  armed  as  the  police  are, 
the  police  could  be  expected  to  probably  back  a^way  and  not 
affect  the  arrest  of  the  individual. 

Thomas  discuss*:-d  the  nr^ed  for  member «  of  this  group, 
if  they  should  Join,  to  get  together  with  their  Negro  leaders, 
the  preachers,  school  teachers,  and  other  responsible  persons, 
and  preach  to  and  emphasize  to  their  leaders  that  if  their 
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leaders  do  not  go  along  with  this  activity,    that  they  were  not 
fit  in  the  first  place,     Thomas  pointed  out  if  the  local  members 
of  the  DDJ  were  not  successful  in  working  on  Negro  leaders  in 
the  community  and  convincing  them  that  they,  referring  to  CORE, 
would  do  it  for  them. 

A  further  membership  meeting  of  the  DDJ  is  scheduled 
at  Bogalusa  on  Sunday,  February  28,  1965,  and  all  prospective 


members  were  recjuested  to  britig  money 
fees . 


dues,  and  initiation 


Source  advised  that  based  upon  this  information,  the 
Bogalusa  City  Administration  felt  that  the  DDJ  would  not  be 
too  successful  from  the  stand  point  of  membership  and  dues  but 
were  concerned  about  the  difficulties  discussions  of  this  type 
would  have  among  the  Negro  population  in  the  Bogalusa  community. 

On  the  night  of  February  22,   1965,   it  was  reported 
that  Robert  Hicks,   a  Negro  leader  in  Bogalusa  and  active  in 
CORE  work,  spoke  bt-fore  ths  Bogalusa  Voters  League  at  a  meeting 
called  to  lend  support  to  the  Bogalusa  Negro  Ccmmunities 
Cooperation  with  the  City  Administration.     Hicks  discussed 
at  great  length  the  DDJ  information  as  discussed  the  previous 
evening  by  Ernest  Thomas.     Hicks  pointed  out  to  the  people 
in  attendance,   who  \vf?re  nirrstly  teenage  children,    the  advantages 
of  arming  themselvos  and  discussed  hand  grena-dis  i  v-alkie- 
talkies,   and  explained  generally  what  was  stated  the  previous 
night  by  Ernest  Thomas. 

iiicks  wont    into  great  detail  concerning  how  young 
Negroes  could  defend  themselves  by  converging  on  police  officers 
if  th-o  police  were  trying  to  arrest  Negrces  and  causs  difficulty 
at  the  time  of  the  arrest  and  prevent  the  Negro  from  being 
arrested . 


This  documi>nt  contains  neiiher  recommendations  ncr  conclusions 
of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned  to  you* 
agency;   it  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be  distributed  outside 
your  agency . 
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1  -  Belmont 
1  -  McGowan 

1  -  Sullivan  JuK:TJ&. 
2-26-65  '^'^^ 
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fl  Tele.  Ro 

If  j  Ws. 

V  ^  Candy  _ 


1  -  Baumgardner 
1  -  Trainor       . ./  — 

1  -  Gray  ^  f'^^ifP? 
1  -  Martin ^Ir/' 
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(INTEIiNAL  SECURITY) 


1  -  Philliph^T-^ 
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*  A 


inis  IS  an  inioi^maTive  memoranaum  t.o  report  j.axurmatj.ou 
obtained  ^^om  Sl^m^mimiimHmPH^  and  two  sources  In 
that  city  concerning  step^presentlyunde^way  to  organize  the 
Peacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  (DDJ) .     At  a  meeting  held  at 
Bogalusa  2-21-65  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  initi'atio 
of  the  PDJ,   several  local  Negro  leaders  were  present  including^9me 
members  of  the  Congress  Of  Racial  Equality  (CORE).     One  Ernest^T^omas 
did  most  of  the  talking  and  explained  the  collection  of  initiation 
^%jig«fees  and  dues,  which  monies  would  be  used  to  purchase  radio  equipment, 

j  types  of  V7cnpons  v/hich  Negroes  should  purchase  and  sai'd  the  gx'oup  i: 
Shad  contacts  in  Chicago  and j^Uouston  for  automatic  weapons.     The  J: 
[general  tenor  of  Thomas^  was  that  Negroes  should  arm  themselves, 
[not  only  for  defensive  reasons,  but  that  they  should  have  roving  patro 
j so-  that  if  a  Negro  was  being  arrested  by  a  police  officer,  other 

Negr^oes  could  come  to  the  aid  of  the  arrested  person.  Thoma^said 
•  that  if  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  v/hite  people  generally  wanted  vj^lence,  i 
•^thoy  .^'intended  to  conbat  violence  with  violence."  ,     ^  / 

•  *  .  *,  ,■ 

flHHHHHHHHHHIHHHM^^^^'^^^^^  tha^^'^upan  -.. 

Information  available  the  Bogalusa  City  Administration  f elt '  ^;ha■t:^the  j  ' 
DDJ  won  I'd  not  be  too  successful  from  the  standpoint  of  membership* 
and  dues,  but  were  concerned  about  the  difficulties  discussions  of 
the  type  referred  to  above  v/duld  have  among  the  local  Negrg  population 
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On  2-22-C5  Robert^Ii'Cfcs,  a  Bogalusa  Negro  leader  active  in 
CORE,  spoke  before  the  Bogalusa  Voters*  League.     He  discussed  Thomas' 
remarks  of  the  previous  evening  before  the  DDJ  and  pointed  out  to 
those  in  attendance,  most  of  whom  were  teenagers,  the  advantages  , 
of  arming  themselves.     Hicks  went  into  detail  concerning  how  young 
Negroes  could  defend  themselves  by  converging  on  police  officers  at 
the  time  the  arrest  of  a  Negro  is  being  ^ade.    /'  /  '  /"  _ 

1-57-2466  ^  '  ^-^ 
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CONTINUED  -  OVER 

ALL  INFORMATION  CCIITAINED 
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Memorandum  to  Mr,  Sullivan 

Re:     DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

157-2466 


ACTION: 
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We  have  instructed  the  New  Orleans  Office  to  immediately 
initiate  an  intensive  investigation  of  the  DDJ  because  of  the 
potential  for  violence  indicated.     New  Orleans  has  been  instructed  . 
to  be  alert  for  indications  of  subversive  and/ or  outside  influence; 
to  be  alert  to  any  spread  of  the  organization  even  though  it  now 
appears  to  be  confined  locally;  and  to  set  out  leads  for  other 
|«i|Br*ij^f f ices  promptly.     They  have  been  instructed  to  develop  necessary 
"sources  and  run  out  the  allegation  that  the  group  has  contacts  in 
Chicago  and  Houston  for  weapons.     Dissemination  has  already  been 
made  to  Secret  Service  and  the  military  intelligence  at  New  Orleans; 
we  are  disseminating  to  the  Department,   Secret  Service  and  the 
intelligence  community  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
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AXKTEL 


2/26/65 

i 

1  -  Mr .  McGowan 
1  -  Mr.  Baumgardner 
1  -  Mr.  Trainor  i 
1  -  Mr.  Gray 
1  -  Mr.  Martin 
1  -  Mr.  Phillips 


To: 
From: 


SAC,  New  Orleans  (157-3290) 


Director,  FBI  (157-2466) 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AKD  JUSTICE 
INFORMATION  CONCERNING 
(Internal  Security) 


ALL  IMFOHMATlOr!  CGNTAINEtf 

^'•'^n::isu;;cLA?s!FiED 

DATE j^....//^  BY c^/  ^^.m 


Eeurtel  2/23/65  «hich  reported  information  obtained 


underway  to  organize  the 
Deacons  for  Defense  and  Jxistice  (DDJ).    A  meeting  vas  held 
2/21/65  at  Bogalusa  vith  several  Negro  leaders  present,  including 
some  neiabers  of  the  Congress  of  Racial  Equality  (CORE).  Purpose 
of  neeting  was  to  discuss  an  organization  being  initiated  in 
Louisiana  knoisn  as  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice.    One  Jj7. 
Ernest  Thoiaas  did  most  of  tho  talking  and  explained  the  collection, 
of  initiation  fees  and  dues,  which  moneys  would  be  used  to  purchase 
radio  equipment,  waikic- tailzies,  literature  and  anjEiunition. 
Thonas  cis cussed  the  types  of  'tyeapons  v.hich  Ne^ri'ocs  should 
purchase  and  urged  that* they  possess  plenty  of  cur^iunition,    Ke  said 
his  group  had  contacts  in  Chicago  and  Houston  for  automatic 
weapons . 

The  general  tenor  of  Thomas'  talk  was  that  Negroes  should 
ana  the^^selvos,  not  only  for  defensive  reasons,  but  that  they 
should  have  roving  patrols  so  that  if  a  Negro  was  bdng  arrested 
by  a  police  officer,  other  Negroes  could  coaio  to  the  aid  of  the 
arrested  person.    Thonas  said  that  if  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  white 
people  generally  wanted  violence  they  "intended  to  combat  violence 
with  violence.*'  y  t 

 ^advised  that  based  upon 

information  available,  the  Bogalusa  City  Administration  felt  that 
the  DDJ  would  not  be  too  successful  from  the  standpoint  of  member- 


-^hip  and  dues,  but  were  concerned  about  the  difficulties 


'SFP:kt^'oift 
-  (9) 


REC- 120 "  /^^^P'/^^-^^- 


(fi 


V 

io 

21  ' 
22 
23 
24 

2  5v'- 
26 
27 

3  0'''' 
?1 

3  2v 
3  2'' 
34  ■ 
35 
i6 


^0 

1 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

SO. 

"1 

52 

53 


\i 


t  \ 


f  i 


AIRTEL  to  SAC,  New  Orleans 
B£:    BEACONS  FOR  DEFEKSS  m>  JUSTICE 
157*2466 


discussions  of  the  type  referred  to  above  would  have  among  the 
local  Nesro  population. 

On  2/22/65  Kobert  Hides,  a  Bogalusa  Kegro  leader  active  | 
in  COEE,  spoke  before  the  Bogalusa  Voters'  League,  He  discussed  • 
Thomas'  remarks  of  the  previous  evening  before  the  PDJ  and  i>ointed 
out  to  the  people  in  attendance ,  vho  vere  mostly  teenage  children/ 
the  advantages  of  arming  themselves*  Hicks  went  into  detail  concern- 
ing  hov  young  Negroes  could  defend  themselves  by  converging  on  j 
police  officers  at  the  time  the  arrest  of  a  Kegro  is  being  made,  j 

Buf iles  reflect  the  only  information  available  concerning 
the  DDJ  is  that  contained  in  your  radiogram  1/6/65  and  follow-up  ; 
airtel  nnd  letterhead  nenorandum  (IHM)  1/6/65  which  reported  on 
information  obtained  from  BBHHHHHHH^^^^ V^HHHj^HI^ 

■^concerning  the  initiation  of  this  new  organization.    Percy  Lee 

Bradford,  identified  as  President  of  the  DDJ  in  your  1/6/65 
communications,  is  probably  identical  to  the  individual  by  the  sane 
name  who  is  a  victim  in  recehtj  investigations  by  your  office  under 

the  chax^acter  "PuMic  Acconraodations,  Civil  Ri^ts  Act  of  1964", 

There  is  no  indication  in  communications  submitted  to 
date  by  your  office  that  any  investigation  of  criptioned  jxroup  is 
being  initiated  and  it  appears  that  the  on^^ourccsfromwho^^ 
info  inflation  has  been  received  to  d^tc  is  ^HIHHHIHjHHHIl^^ 

mBHHmBH^and  the  tv70  individuals  i:::cntioned  in  the  1/6/65 
um,    Eocauso  of  the  potential  for  violence  indicated,  you  are 
instructed  to  inmediatQly  initiate  an  investigation  of  the  DDJ. 
Bo  alert  for  any  indications  of  subversive  and/or  outside  influence. 
Although  it  appears  that  the  DDJ  is  confined  locally,  be  alert  to 
any  spread  of  the  organization  and  set  out  leads  for  iiwcstTgation 
by  other. of f ices  promptly.    Develop  information" concerning  the 
allegation  of  Thomas  that  his  group  has  contacts  in  Chicago  and 
Houston  fcLT  automatic  '^'eapons.    Intensify  efforts  to  develop 
sources  relative  to  the  DDJ  and  be  alert  to  the  possibility  of 
discouraging  illegal  arming  and  illegal  acts  by  the  group  through 
interviews. 

Expedite  submission  of  HIM  containing  information  in 
retel.     It  is  noted  that  Secret  Service,  New  Orleans,  and  Intelli- 
gence Corps  Group,  Kow  Orleans,  are  being  advised.    Insure  prompt 
local  dissemination  of  all  pertinent  infomation  as  developed. 
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AXBTEXi  to  SAC,  New  Orleans 
BE:    DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
^-  157-2466 


nitygfcaii  sxus't  bG  kept  prcdptXy  adyissd  ot 
devoXopments  relative  to  the  DDJ  and  information  suitable  for 
dissemination  should  be  promptly  submitted  by  X£M. 

It  is  noted  that  retel  contained  no  reference  to  any 
prior  coinmunications  whereas  the  information  obviously  tied  in 
with  your  1/6/65  cooiaunications.    Failtnre  to  include  appropriate 
reference,  as  required,  results  in  an  administratlTe  burden  at 
the  Seat  of  Government.    Remind  responsible  personnel  concerning 
this  matter* 
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Date: 


Ismit  the  following  in 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code  J 


2/26/65 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 
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 J  ', 


DXRECTOil,  FBI 

SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  (157-3290) 


TO: 
FROM: 

DEACONS  FOR  DEl^ENSE  AND ..  JUSTICE- 
JONESDOllO,  LOUISIANA 
PSnCY  LEE  BIlADEOilD 


Ro  New  Orleans  teletype,  2/23/65  and  New  Orleans 
airtel,  2/24/65. 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  a 
letterheacl  inonorandum  concerning  captioned  natter. 


Enclosed  for  Chicago  and  Houston  is  one  copy  of 


above , 


i      !  ' 

1  ^ 


Copies  furnished  ICG  and  Secret  Service,  New  Orlean^^^ 
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v3-Eurcaa  (Encis.s)  ALL l^i•0^^^;iATiO;l CCNTAiNED. 


1-Chxca^-o  (Encl.l) 
1 -Houston 
StaNew  Orlc 


m  (Enciii)  (Info)  HERFitHS  UNCLASSIFIED 

.'leans   (1-157-3290)  '      ^  ^          .  ,    ny  <p/rjl'//i 

(1-173-201)  DATh  l'JU.L.y^....o\^U.^-----^^ 

l'Ao:cjol  cc  detached  by  ^ 
(S)          Klan-Halc  Group  Unit 


AGENCY:    ACSI,  ONI,  OSL  SEC  SER 

DKPT  ISD,  CltQ 
DATE  FORW:  ^"  if-^ 
HOW  F01iVV;-v'  ^^.<::iL.c  y  ? 


'365 


ApproVedr 


Sent 


ye 


^      '  tt0it^ptY,  Please  Refer  to 


LM     .D  STATES  DEPAKTMKNT  Ol*  JSTICE 
I  LOEKAL  BLKEAU  OF  IN VKSTIG ATION 

Ne\v  Orleans,  Louisiana 
February      ,  1965 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEEfBRADFORD 


informed  as  follows  concerning  the  captioned  organization: 

He  stated  that  on  the  night  of  February  21,  1965, 
he  had  attended  a  meeting  in  the  early  e\min[^   of  the  21 
members  of  the  Executive  Coirjmittee  of  tlic  ijo:;alusa  Voters 
LeaKue 


stated  he  subsequently  found  out 
that  on  t he  night  of^'Fe br ua ry  21.    1965.   there  had  been  a 
meeting  attended  by  six  members  of  Congress  of  Racial  Equality 
(CORE)  ,   three  ol  whom  he  knev/  v/ere 
. 'tBBHIi^^i^^  SBMHBBHHHB^     He  stated  there  were  three 
^^colorod  members  of-^CORE  also  m  attendance,   but  he  did  not 
know  specifically  who  they  were.  '^JjHi^' 

He  stated  that  ho  had  no  knowledge  of  the  actual 
nature  of  the  discussion  of  this  particular  group  which  met 
v,'ith  some  other  Bogalusa  Negro  citizens;   however,  he  learned 
of  the  results  of  this  on  tne  night  of  February  22,   1965,  at 
which  time  they  had  a  general  meeting  of  the  Bogalusa  Voters 
League . 

lie  stated  on  that  occasion  Robejpr'^JIicks »  924  East 
Ninth  Street,  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,  took- the  floor  and  told 
the  meeting  which  was  attended  by  about  fifty  percent  adults 
and  fifty  percent  teenagers,  of  the  plans  of  the  Deacons  for 
Defense  and  Justice.  _ 

All  INFORMATION CGNTAiWED 
HEREIN  iS  UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD 


In  overhearing  Hicks ^  discussion  of  this  matter 
which  Hicks  had  obviously  learned  from  the  CORE  people  at 
the  Sunday  evening    meeting,  the  Deacons  for  Defense  of 
Justice  intended  to  organize  a  group  to  promote  civil  rights 
and  its  purposes  were  much  the  same  as  those  of  CORE,  except 
that  this  group  intended  to  purcnase  citizens  band,  radio 
walkie-talkies  and  other  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
municating with  one  another  in  case  of  violence  against  Negroes 
in  the  Bogalusa  community. 

He  stated  that  they  talked,  apparently  at  this  meet- 
ing, about  arming  the  Negro  population  in  order  that  if  any 
difficulty  should  arise  with  the  police  or  with  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,    or  any  other  group,   that  the  Negroes  would  be  in  a 
position  to  defend  themselves  and  defend  their  fellow  citizens 
who  may  be  in  some  sort  of  difficulty. 


He  stated  that  plans  to  enroal  Bogalusa  citizens 
in  the  Deacons  for  Defense  of  Justice  at  $10.00  per  person 
plus  dues,  probably  would  not  receive  a  warm  welcome  at 
Bogalusa,   althougii  he  personally  2'eaJlzed  that  a  certain 
segment  of  the  population  in  the  Negro  community  would  be 
affected  by  this  sort  of  talk  and  that 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD 


 ^  was  not  in  a  position  where  he  could 

appeal  to  these  people  on  an  intelligent  level  as  this  matter 
would  be  entirely  emotional  with  them. 

He  stated  that  he  hopes  that  he  could  do  something 
o  prevent  development  of  this  sort  of  activity  in  the  Bogalusa 
community. 


advised  on  February  25,  1965,  that  on  the  night  of 
'ebruary  21,   1965,-  a  meeting  was  held  at  Bogalusa,  Louisiana, 

among  several  of /ihe  local  Negro  citizens  and  ^ix  members  of 
CORE  who  he  ide: 


name  he  does  not  recall. 


and  another  Negro  whose 


The  nature  of  this  meeting  was  to  explain  to  the 
Bogalusa  Negro  comnunity  or  its  representatives,   of  the  need 
for  an  organization  to  aid  the  Negro  in  protecting  himself 
from  elements  in  his  community.     He  stated  that  this  organiza- 
tion was  to  be  known  as  tlie  Deacons  for  the  Doicnse  of  Justice 
and  tlmt  the  dues  were  to  be  $10, ,00  initiation  fee  and  $2.00 
per  month  per  person.     Ho  stated  inat   of  tins  money  a- certain 
percentage  v.'ould  be  contributed  to  the  statewide  headquarters 
which  was  to  have  been  established  at  -Joncsboro,  Louisiana, 
lie  stated  that  one  of  the  CORE  woil^ors.  flBHHHBHI^ 
_  and  Ernest  Thomas,   discussed  the  considerable 

.engtli  tiiat  the  monies  were  to  be  used  from  the  dues  and 
initiation  fees  to  paj?  radio  equipment  ,   including  walkie- 
talkies,  citizens  band  equipment,  as  well  as  ammunition  and 
other  various  pieces  of  equipment.     He  stated  that  there  was 
some  discussion  about  the  Negroes  arming  themselves  and 
there  was  discussion  about  machine  guns  and  purchase  of  machine 

imun  1 1  ion 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD 


He  stated  that 

he  was  not  too  sure  at  this  time,   however,  as  to  whether  this 
organization  was  a  good  thing  in  view  of  the  discussion  about 
weapons  and  ammunition  and  in  essence,  a  new  militant  position. 
He  stated  that  the  members  from  CORE  who  had  met  with  them 
had  discussed  the  fact  that  they  had  a  charter  for  this 
organization  but  that  flH^BH^  seen  the  charter 

and  he  did  not  expect  to  take  any  further  action  as  to  actually 
soliciting  membership  until  such  time  as  he  could  see  the 
charter,   study  it,  and  discuss  it  at  some  length  with  an  at- 
torney , 


persons  elected  by  this  group,   but  did  not  identify  these 
temporary  officers.     He  did,   however,   point  out  that  there 
was  to  be  an  additional  meeting  of  those  people  who  were 
interested  in  the  Deacons  for  Defense  of  Justice  on  Sunday 

night,  February  28.   1965,  but  that  he  did  not  know  at  this 
tij3]c  wheLlier  there  would  be  any  CORE  representatives  or 
Vviiother  the  members  from  Jonesboro  who  had  inaugurated  this 
program  would  be  and  to  further  spell  out  the  aims  and 
purposes  of  the  Deacons  for  Defense  of  Justice. 


On  Fcl.>ruary  26. 

■advised  tliat 


1965, 

on  ^February  21,  1965,  he,' 

appeared  at  two  meetings  in 


or  3  inate 
of  1964. 


st"ated  that  this  organization  was 
in  tlie  Jonesboro,  Louisiana,   area  during  the  Summer 
He  stated  that  ho  believes  tlie  pux'pose  of  this 
or gan iisat i on  is  to  assist  Negroes  in  securing  their  rights 
to  protect  their  homes  and  their  families,  BBBB^stated 
that  this  organization  assists  and  advir  -s  iieju  oes  as  to  the 
procurement  of  arms  as  well  as  instructs  i hem  how  to  obtain 
legal  counsel  in  the  event  of  court  appcaiances. 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD 


stated  that  Robert  Hicks,  a  local  Negro  leader 
in  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,   is  the  representative  of  this  organiza- 
tion  in  the  Bogalusa  area,  flBI^^ stated  that  on  Monday, 
February  22,   1965,   Robert  Hicks  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  , 

local  Negroes  in  Bogal\isa  at  which  time  he  stated  that  the  ~l:ff^ 
above  captioned  organization  was  being  organized  in  t  he  J-.7. 
Bogalusa  area. 

 ^^^H^n^^dth^^^^HHjj^^^^^^^^HHj^^^^^^^^HI^^HHP^.. 

no^approv^^^^ieabove  captioned  organization  in  that  he 
feels  that  it  is  wrong  for  Negroes  as  part  of  an  organization 
to  secure  arms,   but  feels  that  it  is  justifiable  for  individual 
Negro  citizens  to  want  to  secure  arms  to  defend  their  homes 
and  families. 


was  unable  to  furnish  any  information  as  to 


  .   ...   .  ^  ^  ,^  4- 

Defense  and  Justice, 
orjj^anizat  ion  will  be 
future . 


stated  ttiat  he  believes  that  this 
formed  in  tlic  Bogalusa  area  in  the  near 


T 1 1  i     <.!  o  c  u  ni  e  n  t  c  on  tains  ii  e  i  t  h  e  r  r  e  c  oni  m  e  n  da  t  i  o  ns  nor 
conclusions  of  tlie  FBI.       li   is  tiio  property  of   the  FBI  and 
is  loaned  to  your  agency;   it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 


F  b  I 
Date:  3/4/65 


smit  the  following  in 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


I        C  mad.;  

;■  Mr.  i  ^  r.en  .ZSsi4~  J 


■-  i 


.(priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


^  T<.'lc.  lioom., 
"*  I  hii-hiics!.-.. 
1^  j  Alias  GandyJ  | 


t: 


TO: 
PROM: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


SAC,  NEW  ORI^NS        (157-3290)  (P) 


SUBJECT:'  DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSlJilC? 

JONESBORO,  "  LOUISIANA^-.  ^^.^  I 

PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD  ^"W-r^-V^ 
RM  l\  K/'  ' 

Re  New  Orleans' alrtel  of  2/24/65,  and  2/26/65. 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  a    >rf ' 
letterhead  memorandum  concerning  captioned  matter,        ^/ y 


of  above. 


Enclosed  for  Chicago  and  Houston  is  one  copy 


^^■i.  Copies  furnished  ICG  and  Secret  Service,  New 

'i    Orleans . 

(3'' -Bureau     (End.  8)  ^  ^' 

^  -  Chicago    (End.  1)  finfo)  P  -'''-^is!^ 

3    New'orLar1i:'l5fe^    ALL  INFORMATION  CGWfcAltlEb  ' 

V  ^l^'i'ilL  HLREIN  IS  UNCLASSiFIED 

FASrsJt  '      157-3534;    p,.^  'h^L:ytj  Z>i^J4^.Uf 

(8)  T  '•■■^  *i-iachedbr  ■ 

iJa;>]rat.T  Group  Unit  RECrSl 
AGI'IKCY:    ATST,  ONI,  OSI,  SEC  SER  ,^      ^      /  '  ^7     O,//  / 

1)::pt  iSD,  ckd   J.<,*>/     r^,(-.,^,.^^^.cc(L   sj  /  -  7 

-  '  ^Umm^r>»»    •p*-^***'**  ^•WOWP- 


DATE  FO:vW:  (mJ' 

Ho^y  Foinv:.  • 
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I  EDKKAL  HUKEAU  OF  IN  V  KSTIGATION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
PERCY  LEE  BMDPORD 


On   Vfarch   J.  IQ^r.^ 

  ______  _        _  informed 

thar-  on  cae  night  01  February  28^,  1965:,  a  volunteer 
rip.ietin^j,  o.-'   the  D^a.cons  For  Defense  and  Justice  met  at 
\:.he  Eo.raj-;-?  Colored  Union  Hall,  located  on  Third  Avenue, 
^^e  G^a'.  cd  lh^,t  ihiz  group  v;h.lch  met  was  entirely  local 
fj.id         obvjousjy  a  group  which  was  following  up  the 
rrieetj:^[l  of  rh:-  previous  week,  which  meeting  had  been 
att-iiG-..l  by  Congress  of  Racial  Equality  (CORE)  members, 
incivivlua.ls  from  Joriesboro^  Louisiana o 


and  ' 


sti-i.ted  that  this  meeting  was 
obvlour-ly  not  attend&d  by  a  sufficient  number  of  Bogalusa  ■ 

'  ;  ":o:.'i3.t  ion  to  lndicn';e  much  interest  on  the  part 
•'^  ^-■:.::vo;:;:  in  Iro  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice. 

r-e  -;:-ov T.^e  follow.! ng  p.^Wr:^>  of  those 
infl  vho  attendc-d  this  meeting,  ivhich.  lasted 

'"^ '  "'--^  t-- --7  3^'-  o::'  M-j  rf.  1  iv:  ^  s       Y^e  Gcatjd  a  total  of 
■f--'-  ■•■--^  alu.vr^dcd  tju.^  i^';:-:  ci.r;-, Pour  of.  tncse  mdi- 

^'Io,.'  l^'  hrj  war:  unable  to  idsintify.    Tn':^  othsrs  are  as 


S^L  INFORMATION  CGNTAHIED 


.'^HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 
•0         '  ^   ■  ^.-LOSUBft 


/  - 


UNHK1)  siATKS  ,.,<<nmi;nt 

Memorandum 
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Moht   
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:MR.  BELMONT 
-?ROM    :J.  H.  GALE  /-'•^ 


DATt:  March  15,  1965 


Rosen  - 

Sullivan   
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Trotter  
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Mr.  Harold  Reis  of  the  Department  telephonically  advised 
that  Governor  LeRoy  Collins,  Director  of  the  Community  Relations 
Service,  was  in  to  see  the  Attorney  General  this  morning  at  which 
time  Collins  expressed  a  great  deal  of  concern  with  reference  to  an 
organization  known  as  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  which  is 
located  in  Jonesboro,  Louisiana.    He  advised  that  the  organization 
is  led  by  an  extremely  militant  Negro  whose  name  he  didn't  know 
and  is  tlie  Negro  counterpart  of  the  Minute  Men.   He  was  desirous 
of  being  furnished  any  backgroujid  information  we  have  on  this  organiza- 
tion and  of  any  investigation  we  are  conducting  concerning  the  same. 

^  ■  A  check  with  the  Domestic  Liteiligence  Division  concerning  this 
organization  reveals  our  New  Orleans  Office  has  previously  advised 
concerning  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice.    Mormation  was 
furnished  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  and  the  Liternal  Security  Division 
oi  the  Department  by  memorandii  dated  February  24,  1965,  and 
March  4,  19 65.    The  Deacons  for  Defeiise  and  Justice  is  a  recently 
formed  Negro  organization  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  including  members 
of  CORE  and  individuals  from  Jonesboro,  Louisiana.    At/L meeting 
February  21,  1965,  at  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,  one  Ernest'Thomas  v;ho 
did  most  of  the  tallying  stated  that  the  collection  of  initiation  fees  and 
dues  are  to  be  used  to  purcliase  radio  equipment,  w a Ilue -talkies, 
literature  and  ammunition.    Thomas  iDointed  out  Negroes  should  arm 
themselves,  not  only  for  defensive  reasons,  but  that  the  Negroes 
should  iiave  roving  patrols  so  that  if  a  Negro  was  being  arrested  by  a 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Belmont 

RE:  DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 


police  officer  other  Negroes  could  come  to  the  aid  of  the  arrested 
person. 

Immediate  investigation  was  initiated  by  the  field  because 
of  the  indicated  potential  for  violence.   Investigation  is  to  include 
the  identification  of  Ernest  Thomas  and  the  activity  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Mormation  has  been  furnished  to  Secret  Service  as  well  as 
military  intelligence  concerning  this  group.    Investigation  is  being 
closely  followed. 

ACTION: 

Since  information  concerning  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and 
Justice  has  already  been  furnished  to  the  Department,  Mr.  Reis' 
attention  will  be  called  to  the  previous  memoranda  furnished  to  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  and  the  Internal  Security  Division. 
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^^i^^^ransmit  the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


F  B  I 
Date: 


3/3/65 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI 

FROM:  SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS 

SUBJECT;     ORIGINAL  KNIGHTS  OF  THE 
KU  KLUX  KLAN 
RM 

NO  FILE:  105-1057 


TESTING  OF  LOCAL  FACILITIES, 

BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA; 

PUBLIC  ACCOMODATIONS, 

PUBLIC  PACILITES, 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  ACT  OP  1964 

RM 

NO  FILE:  173-201 
BUFILE:  173-987 


Reference  New  Orleans  teletype  to  Bureau 
and  New  Orleans  alrtel  to  Bureau  2/26/65  entitled 
DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE;  JONESBORO.  LOUIS- 
IANA;    PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD,  RM." 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

''^Of^' ^MinM  rOnTAINpTP^'^^^^^^*  LOUISIANA; 
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►stated  that  they  also  discussed 


to  Bogalusa,  which  he  stated  Is  without  question  the 
better  organized  units  of  all  units  In  Louisiana. 

He  stated  that  they  discussed  -together  In  some 
detail  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  making  a 
request  through  the  Louisiana  Congressional  Delep:ates, 
including  Congressman  HALE  BOGGS,  Senator  ALLAN  J./sJLLENDER 
Senator  HUSSELL  LONG,  Congressman  JAMES  H.  WOKRISt)N, 
g^.-and  others'  to  apply  pressure  to  some  governmental  investi- 
gative body  with  subpoena  powers  to  investigate  this 
organization  In  Louisiana.    mHHHi^stated  the 
main  feeling  of  the  Governor  was  that  if  a  governmental 
agency  v;lth  subpoena  power  could  Inquire  into  the  struo- 
'ture  of  the  OKKKK  and  into  Its  purposes  and  aims  with  ' 
respect  to  its  violence  potential,  that  this  may  cause 
the  organization  to  dissolve  as  a  result  of  its  exposure 
to  the  public,  '  .  - 

IBHii^Hii^^n^Phasi zed  that  this  matter  is 
only  in  the  talking  stages  at  this  time^  but  that  he  -  > 

hoped  that  possibly  some  decision  could  be  arrived  at 
in  the  next'  couple  of  v/eeks  as  to  the  merits  of  making 
such. a  request.     He  stated  that  it  was  agreed  that  no 
action  would  be  taken'  by  the  Governor  until  such  time 
as  the  Governor  again  communicated  with  him  and  informed 
him  of  his  plans. 


v:no  105-1057:  sjt 
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'Stated  that  he  Is  v;ell  aware  of  the 
FBI's  responsibility  with  respect  to  organizations  as 
,The  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice^  and  the  OKKKK.  He 
stated  that  he  was  most  willing  to  co-operate  at  all 
times  with  the  FBI,-  as  he  felt  that  the  FBI  had  been  of 
much  assistance  to  HHHHHHBHH^V^^^^^^y 
keeping  the  local  authorities  advised  of- potential 
demonstrations,  etc.     He  stated  that  he  would  immediately 
advise  the  FBI  of  any  information  which  he  received  from 
the  Governor  which  would  Indicate  the  Governor's  plans. 

.This  matter  is  being  followed  on  a  continuing 
basis  at  Bogalusa  and  if  any  plans  are  finalised^  the 
Bureau  will  be  informed  by  letterhead  memorandum  suitable 
for  dissemination. 
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~  Deacons  xor  Deieiisc  and  Justice,  Inc. 


*  i>.r.:-i  2-i  1905 


XOT::;:  Deacons  for  Doxense  and  Justice  is  a  Ncg-ro  group  in  i;^ 

Lv/aisi:uia  allegedly  for/.-ied  to  provide  assistance  to  Negroes  bein 
arrestee:.     Group  alleged  to  be  arir.ing.     Captioned  situation 
involves  Negroes  protesting-  and  dc:.ionstrati::g  as  result  of  rurr.or 
t hr.t  ■  ;-.i:-;;"i  school  coach  Kirlipati'icic  reportedly  active  in  recent 
civil  ri^j,"nts  activity  was  to  be  dismissed  Iron  position.  So;ne 
indication  that  Daacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  might  bo  involve 
in  violence  in  connection  with  this  action.     New  Orleans 
^ireviously  instructed  to  expedite  invest ij:;at ion  of  aliened 
or:.';;ani.zat ion  to  determine  existence,    leadorsliip  and  activities 
and  to  consider  co;r,pletc  interviews  of  leaders.     Telct^'pc  being 
Sent  because  of  volatile  racial  siituation  and  indication  that 
Deacons  for  Dg.fense  and  Justice  may  be  involved. 

^^'f^  ALL  INF0RMAT10flCC:!TA!:iE0 

■'  -  DATE  JL/.U^.-.BY>^.p4i4^!l  im!tij'A:;sr;;imp' 
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Memorandum 

MR.  belmont;  •  * 

/  c 

J.  H.  GALE 


DAiL:    March  15,  1965 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 


c-o         As  indicated  in  my  previous  memorandum  today,  Mr.  Reis 
requested  information  concerning  the  above- captioned  organizatioifif 
in  View  of  a  conversation  wliich  Governor  LeRoy  Collins,  Director* 
of  tHe  Community  Relations  Service,  had  with  the  Attorney  Gene r 41 
this^mornini?.    Mr.  Reis  was  referred  to  our  memoranda  dated  .  4ViJ 

February  24,  and  March  4,  1965,  advising  the  Department  concerning  ^//"  "r 
this  "extremely  militant  Negro  organization. 


Mr.  Reis  was  appreciative  of  tliis  information  and  advised  /cf* 
that  he  had  now  received  additional  information  that  Governor  Collins 
or  his  aide,  flllHIiBi^HBII^ had  received  a  tip  that  the  Deacons  for  J^7:2, 
Defense  and  Justice,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana,  would  do  something drastic^" 
in  the  next  two  or  three  days.   He  was  unable  to  furnish  any  specifics 
but  requested  that  Governor  Collins  be  contacted  to  see  what  specifics 


he  had  concerning  this  matter. 


ACTION 
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That  Governor  Collins  be  contacted  to  determine  the  specifics 
of  the  alleged  information  in  his  possession  that  the  Deacons  for 
Defense  and  Justice  would  do  something  drastic  in  the  next  two  or 
tliree  days  and  that  the  New  Orleans  Office  be  immediately  alerted 
to  this  information  for  their  assistance  in  closely  following  this 
organization  —  if  approved,  to  be  handled  by  the  Domestic  Intelligence 
Division.  .  \^  / 
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-  Mr. 
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Gale 
DeLoach 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
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DATE'Z:.A 


>^     BY  ^IJe^Uk 
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*  1 '  J..** 


-  F.H.  Freund 


TEIiETYFS 


PLAINTEXT 

DKFERBED 


TO  SAP  unrw  fxor.vAKH 

*  w    Hsaw    *i*4n     -  -n  1  inr~  n  r  r 

FROM  DIRSCTOR,  FBI  J 
(y  DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  RACIAL  MATTERS  (OROANIZATION) 
RE  NEV  ORLEANS  TEL  MARCH  SIXTEEN  INSTANT ,  CAPTIONED  JACESOn' 
HIGH  SCHOOL  (NEGRO),  JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA.    NEW  ORLEANS  EXPEDITE 

j 

INVESTIGATION  OF  CAPTIOJJED  ALLEGED  ORGANIZATION  TO  DETERMINE  ITsj 
EXISTENCE,  LEADERSHIP,  ORGANIZATION  AND  ACTIVITIES.  INVESTIGATXpH 
wuvywAJM  OA  oawuunA   xw  i^awjl   nui:iK£  ruUj  AJNU  WlA^lJiTi!^  INl'ERVIEWS  CAN 


BE  CONDUCTED 


EXPEDITE  AND  KEEP  BUREAU  IMMEDIATELY 


11 

J,1 


.^ADVISED  OF  PERTINENT  DEVELOPMENTS. 
FHFlJMW  (3) 

NOTE;:         Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  is  a  Negro  group  formed  it 

wuc;  Auwmao  appwruntxy  lis  spoKesman,  TCiom^s 

has  told  Negroes  they  should  arm  themselves  and  form  roving  patrols 
Tvhich  will  assist  Negroes  when  the  Negroes  are  being  arrested. 
Initiation  fees  and  dues  of  the  group  are  to  be  used  to  purchase 
ammunition,  radio  Ifissxsui^itoBSXBjbctkBxsxBsisxxzB  equipment  and 
literature.    The  New  Orleans  Office  is  conducting  a  current 
investigation  of  this  group  to  determine  its  activities  and 
leadership. 

ST  MAR  3  8  1965 
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A :  1 .  H  ci  o;/  LllJ  •:•!.[.,  1 : 7  y  pTTTn  i  i'^j  '  


NEW  ORLS 


FBI   WASH  DC 


607PM     DEFERRED  3-16-S5  RPP 


r^gTO  NEW  ORLEANS 


DIRECTOR  IP 


^^DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  RACIAL  MATTERS  < ORGNI ZATI ON) . 


2  6'" 
27 

^0 


RE  NEW  ORLEANS  TEL  MARCH  SIXTEEN  INSTANT,  CAPTIONED  JACKSON 
SCHOOL  (NEGRO).,  JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA.     NEW  ORLEANS  EXPEDITE 
^^INVESTIGATION  OF  CAPTIONED  ALLEGED  ORGANIZATION  TO  DETER^UNE  ITs' 
^^EXISTENCE,  LEADERSHIP,   ORGANIZATION  AND  ACTIVITIES.  INVESTIGATION 
'JSHOULD  BE  BROUGHT  TO  POINT  WHERE  FULL  AND  COMPLETE  INTERVIEWS  CAN 


ONDUCTED 


EXPEDITE  AND  KEEP  BUREAU  IMMEDIATELY 


J^ADVISED  OF  PERTINENT  DEVELOPMENTS, 
^  ^END 
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UNITED  STATES  C    .  ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


1  -  Mr.  Belmont 


All  INFORMA 


Mr.  W.  C.  SuXli 


CTAtE':  Karch  '-20, 


•I  ?»f» 


rEj2i^4^  BY. 


Mr,  F.  J 


Baumgardner 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 

RACIAL  MATTERS  (ORGANIZATION) 


1  -  Mr.  Gale*  ^ 
1  -  llr.  Rosen 
1  -  Mr,  Sullivan 
1  -  Mr.  Bland  ^{'J  f\ 
1  -  Mr.  Baumgararief /y 
1  -  Mr.  Cregar 

"  This  is  to  advise  you  of  the  nature  of  captioned  organization 

and  its  current  activities.     The  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  i^  a  i 
Negro  group  allegedly  being  formed  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.-    Its^  ■ 
headquarters  are  believed  to  be  in  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. Its  President 
is  reportedly  Percy  Lee? Bradford  and  its  Vice  President  is  reportedly  ; 
Earnest^ThOiiias.  ^jThomas' has  "told  Negroes  that  they  should  arm  and  ^ormr^^y 
,  rcving "patrols  which  will  assist  any  Negroes  who  may  be  arrestexi^^^  ^ 
^Initiation  fees  and  dues  of  this  alleged  group  are  to  be  used  to  purchase 
|iiiM||iunition,  radio  equipment  and  literature.    The  New  Orleans  Office  is 

•  tSffiduct i ng  a  current  investigation  of  this  alleged  group  to  dete^tone  if 
^  it  is  in  existence,  the  identities  of  its  leadership  and  its  specijfic  ' 
^  activities.     Currently,  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  appear  to  be 
interested  in  a  demonstration  which  has  been  occurring  at  the  Jackson 


High  School  (Negro),  Jonesboro,  Louisiana.     Students  there  have/ been 

trating  in  protest  of  the  rumored  dismissal  of  the  Athletic  Coach 

activity  in  behalf  of  civil  rigfi4^,y' 
not  made  known  whether  the  coach  is  to  be  dis- 
such  a  dismissal. 


demon St rat 

F.  D.'^^^Kirkpatrick  for  his  recent 


School 

ssed 


authorities  have 
or  the  basis  for 

Lcroy  Collins,  Director,  Community "Relations  Service,  Departmen 
of  Commerce,  has  expressed  an  interest  in  captioned  organization. 
Pertinent  information  has  been  furnished  to  the  Community  Relations 
Service,  Civil  Rights  Division  and  Internal  Security  Division  of  the 
Department,  as  well  as  military  intelligence  agencies  and  appropriate 
state  and  local  authorities  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orleans  is  following  this  matter  closely  and  has  been  J?*] 
instructed" to  expedite  its  investigation  of  the  captioned  organization,  j. 
We  have  been  pressing  for  early  interviews  of  HBHHHHHHBI^^^^ 

the  deterrent  value  such  interviews  might  have.    New  Orleans  has  advised 
that  since  flUHHHHHHI!^^^^  talcing  an  active  part  in  negotiations 
through  ,  the  Commtitilty  Relations  Service  with  school  authorities  in  an 
effort'  to  resolve  this  dispute,  they  will  not  be  interviewed  until  after 
jL  meeting  3/22/65"df '  the  school  board  and  the  leaders  of  factions 

nvolved.    This  seems  reasonable  because  otherwise  we  might  be  injecting 
ourselves  into  the  middle  of .this  school  dispute.    We  are  continuing  to 
press  vigorously  our  investigation  of  captioned  organization. 

RECOmiENDjVriON: 

For  information. 
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the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


.  ;ir.  >.i..:7  


i'  Mr.  K.is,-n  

ir»ir.   
Mr.  -Tavpl  v''  | 
,  Mr,  Tr.  :;.t-r. 


CONtAlNEDn 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 


TO: 

FROM:       X  SAC,,''kEW  ORLEANS  (157-3290)  (P) 


ALL  INFORMATION! 


DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INC. 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 

"m-  -  -  -  

The  tilie  is  marked  changed  to  show  the  correct  Ml 
corporate  name  of  this  organization,  which  was  pre^aaisly  / 
referred  to  before  it  was  incorporated  by  the  name^eacons 
for^Def ense.aud.  Justice. 

Enclosed  to  the  Bureau  are  10  copies  of  a 
letterhead  meaioraudura  in  this  matter;  the  extx^a  copies 
are  submitted  for  the  Bureau  file  in  the  matter  captioned 
JACKSON  HIGH  SCHOOL  (NEGRO),  JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA,  VM> 

LEADS 

NEYf  ORLEANS  DIVISION 

AT  JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 

Vfill  conduct  interviews  with 
Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Jonesboro, 
dOuisiana,  as  set  forth  below  to  determine  in  detail  the 
objectives  of  the  organization  and  how  these  objectives 
are  to  be  lattained,  with  particular  emphasis  on  possible 
use  of  flijearms,  potential  for  violence,  any  subversive 
and/or  outside  ftifluence,  whether  patrols  and  guards 


13 
4 


-  Bureati  y(^Enc-l0) 

-  New  otieans-^ 


REC-42  AGENCY:    ACST,  0X1,  OST.  SEC  SER 

DEPT  I3D.  CRD  ,  C^'-  . 


(2-157-3290) 
(2-157-3693) 


EC/bab  (7) 


/ 


Apprpwe^^ 


\1 


A. 


Sent 


8  APR  S  1965 
 M  Per  


NO  157-3290 


have  been  utilized  and  under  what  condations;  develop  any 
information*  particularly  from  (HBHHHI^^  concerning 

the  allegation  mmill^that  -fis-S  group  has  contacts  in 
Chicago  and  Houston  for  automatic  weapons;  as  instructed 
toy  Bur^^au  by  airtel  dated  2/26/65  intensify  efforts  to 
develop  sourcco  *><*lative  to  DDJ  and  be  alert  to  discouraging^ 
illegal  arming  and  iliefe«.x  «»/>ts  by  the  group ^  through:  ' 
interviews.    To  be  interviev^:v  J^^^^^^^^^^^  vv  )^ 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Additiord.  information  on  this  organization  and 
its  activity  at  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,  was  furnished  in  ' 
memoranda  dated  February  24,  1965  captioned  "Deacons  for  .  . 
Defense  and  Justice",'  and  February  26,  1965  and  March  4, 
1965  captioned  "Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice,  Jonesboro,' 
Louisiana,  Percy  Lee  Bradford." 
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FKDEltAL  BLKEAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


Nevf  Orleans,  LouisAttalNFOR^IATlOM  CC'!7A1NED  . 
March  25,   l^eS^ER^jf^  |S  UliCLA-SlREO 

DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,   INC.  ^ 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA 
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^  From  July  1964  to  October  9,   1964  the  town  of 

"onesboro,  Louisiana,   had  5  Negro  special  police  officers* 
during  racial  demonstrations  and  testing  of  Public 
Accommodations  and  Public  Facilities  under  the  Civil  Rights 

Act  of  1964.     Three  of  the  officers  wert 


S6 


'9 


" —  ail  of  whom  had  other  employment  and  served 
6n~a  part-time  basis  without  pay.     These  Negro  special 
police  positions  were  discontinued  by  the  town  of  Jones- 
oro  on  October  9,  1964. 

Ilim^mUflllllllllUmi^advised  on  January  5,  1965 

the  Negroes  organized  a  Negro  Patrol  of  the  Negro  section 
of  town  to  guard  against  such  incidents  as  a  Ku  Klux  Klan 
motor  parade  through  the  Negro  section  which  occurred  July 
16,    1964  also  to  remove  tJie  fear  araong  Negroes  of  incidents 
that  might  occur  from  Klansnen  going  into  the  Negro  Section 
for  possible  acts  of  reprisal  in  the  Negro  section  or  persons 
exorcising  their  rights,   particularly  rights  granted  under 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964. 

I^^'stated  that  he  felt  that  the  iN^egro  section 
was  in  need  of  police  protection,  which  he  said  could  not 
bo  had  from  the  regular  law  enforcement  officers  of  the 
area,   particularly  after  the  special  Negro  police  were 
discontinued,   ■■^stated  that  the  name  the  group  adopted 
was  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  (later  incorporated 
under  the  name  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,   Inc.,    (DD J) . 
Misstated  that  the  leader  of  the  group  was  Percy  Lee 
Bradford.  ^HP^said  tlt^at  DDJ  patrols  were  not  ordinarily 
armed  but  that  they  were  to  have  available  to  them  firearms 
if  needed  for  self-defense. 


.r  — 


Advised  on  January  5, 
1965  that  DDJ  was  a  non-violent  organization  within 
Jackson  parish  formed  to  promote  justice  for  the  Negro. 
IHIHHHII^  ^^^^^^  that  Uie  DDJ  followed  the  same  principals 
as  laid  down  by  the  Congress. of  Racial  Equality  (CORE), 
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except  its  members  would,  if  attacked,  defend  themselves 
by  use  of  force.    He  said  the  DDJ  had  two  citizens  band 
radios  and  two  walkie  talkies  to.be  used  to  communicate 
with  one  another  in  case  violence  against  a  Negro  should 
be  initiated  in  Jackson  Parish.  fljBHlil^^s^^^^^ 
that  there  were  bet\jeen  250  and  300  members  of  DDJ  within 
the  parish;  he  said  that  they  did  not  carry  arms,  although 
possession  of  shotguns  and  rifles  for  hunting  is  common- 
place in  the  area.     He  said  that  the  following  Were 
leaders  at  that  time  of  DDJ,  which  was  not  chartered,  or 
incorporated,  at  that  time: 

President!     Percy  Lee-^Bradf ord 
Vice  President:     lienry  Collins  Araos 
Secretary: 
Finance  Secretary: 

Gro 


J-r' 


.  l- 


   advised  that 

they  were  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a  group  as  DDJ 
and  were  aware  of  patrols  of  such  a  group. 


aavised  January  o,  1965 
that  an  organization  known  as    Deacons  for  Defense  of 
Justice,  with  Percy  Lee  Bradford,  Negro  male,  age  about 
44,   as  president ^  has  been  organized  at  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana.     He  stated  that  this  organization  was  organized 
to  promote  Negroes'  civil  rights  and  that  its  purposes 
were  much  the  same  as  those  of  CORE.     He  stated  that 
whereas  CORE  is  completely  non-violent  in  its  methods 
of  dealing  with  civil  rights  matters,  DDJ  would  be  more 
militant  and  inclined  to  use  violence  in  dealing  with 
any  violent  opposition  encountered.     He  stated  that 
the  DDJ  has  night  patrols  in  the  Negro  sections  of 
Jonesboro  and  he  feels  that  these  night  patrols  are 
armed . 

Following  is  a  clipping  from  the  New  York  Times, 
Sunday,  February  21,   1965  under  dateline  February  19, 
1965  at  Jaesboro,  Louisiana: 
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  advised  on  Mach  20, 

1965  that  ■■■■^■■■■^^P  had  been  aware  of  the 

existence  of  such  an  organization  as  DDJ  for  about  three 
or  four  months  and  had  seen  Negro  men  apparently  on  patrol, 
or  on  guard  in  areas  of  testing  of  public  accoramodations 
by  Negroes  under  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964.     He  stated 
that  the  Negro  men  most  often  observed  on  the  apparent 
patrols  or  guard  details  inclv.ded^^^ercy  Lee  Bradford, 
T.arnest  Thom^ 


stated  also  that  an  article  had  been 
submitted  from  Jonesboro  and  published  in  the  New  York 
Times  on  February  21,   1965  recounting  real  or  imaginary 
activities  of  DDJ,  and  in  the  article  statements  were 
made  that  members  of  DDJ  were  armed  and  equipped  with 
citizens  band  (CE)  radioso    f|^^H^stated  that  trans- 
mi  ssions  by  Negroes  on  CB  radios  had  been  monitored  on 
many  occasions  at  JonesborOi-  indicating  that  the  Negro 
patrols  and  guard  details  were  on  duty>   but  no  record 
had  been  kept  of  such  transmissions  that  were  monitored. 

Illlllllflllllllll^stat ed  that  on  January  30j   1965  about 
10  unknown  white  persons  were  visiting  in  Jonesboro  at  ^ 
tlie  CORE  office  during  the  day  and  that  night  they  were 
at  the  Minute  Spot,   a  Nea:ro  cafe:,   along  with  Percy  Lee 
Bradford,  Earnest  Thomas.  ■■■■■■^ flMBHi^^ 
other  Negroes,     He  stated  that  activities  of  that  day 
indicated  that   the  Negroes  had  been  providing  patrols 
and  guards  in  connection  with  the  visiting  white  persons 

and  that  night?  just  before  midnight j   

and^HBHMB^H^  drove  by  the  Minute 

"SpotCaf^an^^jbservensraff^W^Thomas ,   

and iUHlHll^standing  in  front  of  the  cafe  

was  holding  in  his  hands  a  sbctgun,  and  the  officers 
stopped  and  arrested  him.    f/j^^^cld^i^Qd  that  the 
shotgun  was  not  his  and  that  hs  was  merely  holding  it,  but 
he  gave  no  information  on  vhose  gun  it  fas  or  whom  he  got 
it  from.     Recovered  from  him  vas  a  12  g^iuge  shotgun  loaded 
with  a  "ring"  shell?  and  eight  other  "ring"  shells  were 
recovered  from  his  pockets »     A  "ring"  shell  was  described 
as  a  shotgun  shell  with  a  cut  ring  around  the  shell*  so 
that  when  the  shell  is  discharged  in  the  gun,  not  only 
are  the  pellets  expelled  through  the  gun  barrel,  but  a 
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portion  of  the  shell  casing  is  discharged  with  the  load, 
making  a  large  slug-type  projectile-  ^^PB|^statedthat 
was  in  the  presence  of  Bradford,  Thomas,  |BH^  ^i^cl 

when  he  was  arrested,   and  that  they  arrived  at  the 
4^ ail  prompl^ty  to  bond  him  out  after  he  was  charged  with 
^displaying  a  dangerous  weapon  in    a  public  place  while 
under  the  influence  of  intoxicants.     He  said  that 
later  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  to  the  charge. 


stated  that  he  felt  reasonably  sure  that 
these  patrols  and  guard  details  were  armed,  because  on 
recent  occasions  some  of  those  most  active  had  been  arrested 
and  loaded  firearms  had  been  recovered  from  them  when  arrested. 
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stated  that  a  I^HM^^HI^whore  sides 
ty  Hall 5  observed^|||||||||[||||||||||^H|^ 

y  hall  during  the  period  of  police 
ch  11,  1965  and  walk  toward  the  Negro 
she  observedMB|J||B^return  to  the  taxi 
rifle.    ^tK^^F^^^^^  that  iHliH^^'>'^s 

15;   1965  for  carrying  a  coiiceale^weapon, 
there  were  recovered  from  him  a  .22  caliber 
nd  a  four-barrel   .22  caliber  pistol j  both 

from  him  also  at  the  time  of  arrest  were 

CB  radios. 


  stated  that  ■■^■■li^^V  was  arrested  on 

Maich  11 ■    1965  for  resisting  an  officer  and  carrying  a 
concealed  weapon,  and  at  the  time  of  arrest  there  was 
recovered  from  him  a  .22  caliber  automatic  rifle,  loaded, 
which  HIHP^had  been  c^'-rrying  in  his  car  during  the 
period  of  the  demonstrations  at  Jackson  High  School 
(Negro), in  Jonesboro. 
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advised  on  March 
17,  1965  that~Percy  Lee  Bradford  and  Earnest  Thomas 
spok&  out  against  the  proposal  of  the  school  board 
that  the  students  discontinue  demonstrations  and 
return  to  classes  as  a  condition  of  the  School  Board's 
acceptance  of  the  proposal  to  meet  with  the  Negroes 
at  Jackson  High  School  oi.  March  22,  1965.  fll^ 
^^|[^ supported  the  effort  to  get  the  students  to 
discontinue  demonstrations  on  March  17,  1965  as  a  basis 
for  the  meeting  with  the  School  Board,  but  because  in  parti 
at  least,   of  the  influence  of  Bradford  and  Thomas, 
President  and  Vice  President,  respectively  of  DDJ  the 
denial  st  rat  ions  continued. 


The 

of  Jackson  Par 
under  retristry 
Deacons  of  fief 
Louisiana;  fil 
organiza tion> 
1965  by  notari 
and  Attorneyj 
copy  of  tliis  c 
Clerk  of  Court 


corporation  charter  records  of  the  office 
ish  Clerk  of  Court,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana, 

file  number  172923 ,   contain  a  charter  of 
cnse  and  Justice,    Inc.,  Jonesboro, 
ed  March  S,   1965  showing  that  this 
as  3.  corpor^.tion,  was  formed  March  5, 
al  act  before  James  Sharp,   Jr.,  Kotary, 
at  Monroe Louisiana.     Following  is  a 
harter  as  filed  with  the  Jackson  Parish 
,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana: 


A ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION  UNITED  STATES  Of  AKERI 

;2 

13  OP  .     STATE  OP  LOUISIANA 

14 

: 5 DEACONS  Of  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  INC.  PARISH  OF* OUACHITA 

16 

IB 

'.9  —  IT  KNOWN,  That  on  this  tbo  day  of  the  Month  of 

jj^Karch,   in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord,  On©  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Si 

22 

? 3 Five: 

24 

:5..  BEFORE  ME,  a  Notary  public,   In  and  for  this  Pariah  and 

26 

27State,  porsonally  cane  and  appeared  the  several  parties  ol'  full 

?a  ■■  ■- 

jgrttCKtoa Jori ty  whoso  signatures  are  subscribed,  who  declared  in  the 

n  presence  ol'  the  underal^ned  competent  witnesses,  that  availing 

22  ' 

-.  2  theinaolves  of  the  provisions   of  Louisiana  Revised  Statutes   of  19 

J  5  Sections  Id!:  101  -  12;  155,  thoy  do  hereby  organize  a  nonprofit 

■-6  . 

. -.sfcaroortit iun  as  defined  in  Reviaod  Statute  12:101  lo)  under  and  i 


5  accordflnco  with  these  articles  of  incorporation, 

n 

2  ARTICLE  I.  "NaKE" 

^  1'he  name  of  this  -  corpora tion  is  "Deacons  of  I/efense  an 

c. 

^  Justico,  Inc." 

8  ARTICLE  II.  "PURPOSES" 
9 

3  This  corporation  is  organized  for  the  following  purpos 

2  and  to  carry  on  the  following  purposes:  To  instruct,  train,  tsa 
3 

^^nd-  educate  Citizens  of  the  United  States  and  especially  minorit 
^  groups  in  the  fundamental  prlncipali;  of  the  republican  form  of 

P  government  and  our  democratic  way  of  life;   to  instruct,  teach,  t 

9  -  ' 

^  and. educate  said  persons  In  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  a 
^  laws  of  the  United  Stats  and  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  well  e^s  ' 
constitution  and  laws  of  any  other  fit  ate  wherein  this '' corporat  ioi 
may  oporata;  to  instruct,  teacn,  train  and.educate  said  persons  . 
the  use,  value  and  purpose  of  the  ballot  and  the  right  to  vote; 
instruct,  toach,  train  and  educate  said  persons  as  to  tne  duties 
rosDons Ibllities  of  .good  citizensnip  relative  to  tne  obligat.^jcn 


I  duties  .0  citizen  to  the  community  t).r      :he  obligation  and  duties 
^   /Of  ui'.o      ;:.'iunlty  to  the  citizen:     To  further  instruct,  teacn,  train 
t-^^^c  €di.';(i*;e  said  persons  In  tne  value,  ol'  economic  security  arid  in 

the  ef  :*.)c;':ive  use  of  their  spending  power;  to  inspire  in  said  persons 
0  £i;r.3^,'  of  roepong  Ibility  and  to  develop  leadersriip.     Tnls  corpor- 
Mt :;is  for  Its  further  purpooa,  and  is  dedicated  to,  the  cefense 

8 

r^^f^the  civil  r^^  ts,  property  rightfl  ana  personal  rights  of  said 
people  and  will  defend  aaid  rights  by  any  and  all  honoraole  and 

1 2 

legal  nean.'j  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  obtained*  This  corpor- 
atlon  jv  ostablish  chapters  and  conduct  itc  business  at  any  place 
In  tiiii  '^i.ite  and  elsewhere  as  permitted  by  law, 

ARTICLE  III.  "DURATIuN" 

I I  '  ,  ■  ■  ■  :  i 
^2                    '.nis  corporation  a  nail  en;;oy  corporate  existence  for  & 

porioc  oC  'ilnety-nine  (99)  veors  frcm  cato  hereof, 

■  4 

15 

ARTICLE  IV.     "h^^^IS^LriED  Ori-^Cr."- 


^  The  location  and  pest  offl.ce  address   of  Its  registered 

^  office  E-'.gll  be:  Adob  oorvlce  Station,  (rear),  iieacr*  Sprint,  hoaG, 
7 

^  >.jr5wor        Jonetiboro,  Louisiana, 


6 

9 
0 

I 

2 


3F: 


ARTICLE  V.      "Hr:^>lSTi:::^x::D  Aa^NIS" 
Tne  full  names  and  post  office  addresses  of  Its  regis terad 

1,  Earnest  Thomas,  ?,  0,  Sox  472,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana, 

2,  21nio  Jacobs,  P.  0,  Box  I2I4,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. 


ARTICLE  VI.     "BASIS  Oi'"*  ORGANIZATION" 


^  This  corporation  shall  be  organized  without  capital  ,,s  took 

0    and  membership.. shall  ^  evidenced  by  certificates  of  members  nip.  Tne 
2    members i sip  shall  be  constituted  and  composed  of  all  of  tne  under-  j 
signed  Incorporators  and  all  parsons  hereinafter  wno  apply  I'or 

1 

mer.bership  and  satisfactory  show  that  they  are  dedicated  to  vc.e 
proposition  of  protecting  ttirough  any  and  ell  legal  means  tnoso 
rightc  ,.-rant9d  by  appropriate  IdW  to  all  Citizens  of  the  United' 
SldtsL  of  America  b«".u  particularly  members  of  minority  groups  and 


are  accerjtod  as  members  by  a  majority  of  tne  members  ol'  this 
•  corpnrst:  Ion  present  aad  voting  at  a  regular  meeting. 


2   '  ARTICLE  VII.     "BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS" 

^  Tkie  alTairs  of  this  corporation  shall  be  managed  by  a 

^;.oiLi.\;  ):  jJlrectors  consisting  of  five  (5)  members  of  tnis  corpor- 

tgjitlrtL  V:^;      the  time  of  incorporation  lititll  said  number  is  cnanged 

\ 0 ^l"^*?* - "      ciuur.ont  to  ttie  article  or  by-laws  of  tnls  corporation  and 

1  ' 

;2  I'he  lo;i.ioui.ng  shall  cons titute '  the  first  Board  of  Directors: 

i'ercy  Lee  Bradford  P»  0,  Box  9t) Jonesboro Louis lana 

ii&rnes  t .  Thoraasi  P.  0,  box  492,  Joneaboro,  Louisiana 

Chyrlie  White  F.  0.  Box  733*  Jonesboro,  Louisiana 

C"osetta  Jackson  Jeneral  Delivery,  Jonesboro,  Lv-jlsiana 

fij.mo  Jfioohs  P.  G.  Box  12i|,  ozones coro,  Loui£  ii^na 

liie  qualification,   term  of  office,  manner  of  election, 

:Lrr\,  powers  and  duties  of  trie  dlroptora,   tne  tinae  and 

r.annbr  of  calling,  giving  notice  and  of  conducting;  directors 

j ■'l-'^ "^nd  number  of  directors  wnich  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 

'  ]  £  nal  J         i,  ro  £  c  r  1  be  a  by  t  he  'by  - 1  aw  a  , 
15 

ARTICLE  VII.     "POWaR  AND  CAPACITY" 
This  corporation  shall  have  tne  capacity  to  act  possessed 

"  0- 

'  ^oj  natural  person  and  shall  have  authority  to  perform  tiiose  acts 
.^^waich  are  necessary  and  proper  to  accomplish  the  purposes  expressed 

Inpliod  In  tneae  articles  or  that  may  be  incidental  thereto  and 
:'^;3nall  h!ivo   all  the  power,   authority  iixiQ  capacity  of  a  nonprofit 
^^corporation  as  provided  for  by  Louisiana  Revised  Statutes  of  1950| 
";0?ltTe  12:101  *  12:155  viittioiit  limit.ij:ig.^ aid  powers,,, this  corporation  , 
'^2  shall  biv.^    r.he  power  and  authority  to  receive,   hold  and  adrniniater  j 
propert/^  '.-i.  trust  as  provided  by  law,    to  sue  and  be  sued  In  the 
corporate  n-ime,   to  make  and  use  a  corporate  seal,  to  hold,  purchase, 
IcQso,  '.T:or  t.rijge,  sell  and  receive  by  donation  or  otherwise,  real. 


,er«cni.;.  a      mixed  property,  to  borrow  mor        to  issue,  negotiate, 
1         i>_Qd^re  ovidonces  of  iiiciebtedncy s  and  to  secure  same  by 
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ple..::;e:.,  citieds     of  trust  or  mortgage,  of^  both  the  whole  or  any -part  ; 
of  the  i}roperty  of  this  corporation;   and  to  receive,  *  collec  t  and 
/■ay  out  noney  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  corporate  purposes. 


ARTICLE  IX.  "QFinCERS". 
■  The  Dofl"!  of  Directors  shall  elect  the  following  officers:, 
rt.  Fres  i(icj:it ,  who  shall  oe  chairman  of  tne  Board  of  iJirectors,  a  Vic©-. 
Pre:i  i  Q'jr.i  J  who  shall  be  Vice-Cna  irman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a 
Secret  I      -md  a  Treasurer.     Tae  noard  shall  regulate  ana  collect  dues 
from  ail.  inuribei't  according  to  its  by-laws  made  for  said  purposie. 

The  tcu'c  uf  Llzreu '.ors  may  create  new  offices  and  regulate  tne  duties 

r 

of  the  iji'i'.cars  a&   1l  nay  aoe.n  anvtsable.    The  first  officers  are: 


1.  Porcy  hee  Bradford 

2.  iCarnoot  Thomas 

3.  C^.arlio  White 

i;.  ■■^oeotta  JacKson  ; 


OFFICE 
Pres  ide nt 
Vice-Pres  idunt. 
Secre  Lary 
Tre  asurer 


aht:cu5  X. 


^.9 

■J  t 
J  2 


':h9  Bo  srd  of  i^lrocl^r't,  snail  have  tne  power  to  make,  amend 
and  re by-lawa  to  F:overn  tnis  corporation  provided  they  are  in 
acccj-ci J  u;.3  witn  and  do  not  conflict  with  taeao  articles, 

it;  testimony  VKEREQF,  sala  Incorporators  have  hereunto 
signed  their  names  at  Monroe,  Louisiana,   in  the  presence  of 
Barbara  L.  Sbarp  and  Pn^r^^i ^ i^b  Wiin^n,.^  ,  legal  and  competent, 

witnesses,  and  me,  said  Notary  Public,  on  this  the  "^th  day  of  March, 
in  the  Year  of  Our  Lor4-, -O^e  Thouaand.Ulne  Hundred  and^  Sixty-Five. 
V/IVWESSSS:  /  y  ^     V  A  j- 
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On  March  24,  1965. 
and  in tgr viewed  re^::grUing  another  m^ttox 

untariiy  furnished  information 
e  is  a  member  ot  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Inc. 

Jonesboro,  which  he  described  as  a  civic  organization 

  to  civic  improvement  in  thti  Negro  community  and  to 

protection  of  the  civil  rig^hts  of  persons  in  the  Negro 
cominunily.    JJj^^stated  that  DDJ  is  entirely  non--violent , 
but  that  sor,]e  of  the  members  have  firearms  for  self-defense 
and  for  protection  against  persons;   possibly  connected 
with  the  Ku  Klux  Kion,   w'uo  miaht  go  to  the  Negro  section  of 
town  to  engage  .in  violence «     There  w^s  observed  a  double- 
barrel  shotgun ;   a  single-barrel  shotgun,  a  ,30  caliber 
r  i  f  1 C:   3  nc '   a.    ...  2  2  c   1  -v  b  c  r   r  i  .C 1  o  a  1 1   s  I  andiiuj   in   the  corner  of  

o  f  f  i  c  e  flBHiHHHIllliHiiHHBHBIHIVHHBBI^IHIl^^^l^Bi 

The  ,30  cdibor  rifle  was  obsGrved  to  have  the  nameTBBBBP^ 

^ftttH^t^rcS  on  it.     Purina-  the  conversation  with  IHIS^  it 
was  observed  that  f/f/ftK/KIII^'-'''^'^^'''-'*^^^  into  the  office^  and 
h;jiv,lod  liiiii  a  loaded  ':-,>.?.  i be r  revolver  in  a  leather 


'stated  that  members  of  the  DDJ  do  not  engage 
i.n  arr'cd   patiols,    but   that   the  stories  of   their  nrnicd 
patrols  vcro  given  out  to  discourage  klansmen  and  persons 
of  that  kind  fro:;.  cJ:oing  int:o  the  Negro  section  to  cause 
t r o ub  1  e  ,     He  s t a t e d   I \i at   t li e r e  have  bee n       n i:- mb c r  of 
crosses  burii^-d   in   tne  Nfjgro  section,  within  ti)C  last  year 
o  r  two ;   I  i  nd  ^-.hat  one  night  in  July,   1964,   d.  meter  cade  of 
a boii  t  30  car  s  v  j.  h  [: e r  sov  s  we  d  r  i  ng  h ood s  o  nd  \vhi  t  e  robes 
drove  through  the  Negro  section  of  town^   led  by  a  police 
car  of  the  Jonesboro  Pc'.ice  Department. 


of  DDJ;.  an 
the  Board  of 
c  ivic-priiKied 


took  from  his  desk  a  copy  of  the  charter 
e  stated  that  the  officers  and  members  of 

Directors  of  the  organization  are  responsible 
residents  oi  Joaesbo^o.     He  stated  that  the 
o i; g a n i z   I io  n  has  a  v e r y  1  i uy i t c d  -.i  < .  .n/o o r s b  i a  1 1 b ou gh  it 
h a d  m ad c  claim  of  a  very   1  a. r ge  n- e ru b c r sh i p  in  order   to  be 
more  effective  in  di scour f/ging  persons  from  entering  the 
Negro  section  for  the  purpose  of   causing • trouble . 


tated  I. 


and 
with 


as  repi esentatives  of  DDJj  had  a  meeting 
snd 

11 


l\  ^       NO  157-3290 

12 

13 

\4  JonosboxOi  Louisiana?  on  the  morning  of  March  24,   1965;  and 

:5  presented  to  them  a  plan  for  civil  improvement  of  the  Negro 

16  section  of  Jonesboro,   including  a  clean-up  drive  and  a  plan 

l"*  for  street  signs  and  house  numbers  throughout  the  Negro 

LB  .  section. 

■^^jfiuf^tt-^  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

Jo  "                   ■jj^Hl^stated  that  DDJ  definitely  does  not  advocate  ^/ 

21  violcpce  and  that  the  use  cf  firearms  would  be  approved 

2  2  only  for  self-defense  or  for  use  to  prevent  klansmen  or 

2  3  organize'  groups  from  entering  the  Negro  section  to  beat  up 

2  4  s>  reside T't  of  the  area  or  to  en^ac^in  acts  of  violence 

25  against  a  resident  of  the  area.  JHB^stated  that  he  felt 

2(S  that  HHB^^^  DDJ  v.ould  be  glad  to  furnish  information  to 

2  7  the  FBI  about  the  DDJ'' 
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-■y  This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor  conclusions 

cf  thoFBI..     It  is  tlie  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned 
'^4d#  your  agency;   it  and  Its.  contents  are  .not  to  be  distributed 

jj^'      outside  your  agency. 
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DIRECTOR,  FBI 


SAC,    CHICAGO     (157-572)  (P) 


DEACONS  FOR  DFJFENSE  AMD  JUSTICE, 
JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA;  PERCY  LEE 
'  BRADFORD 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


ReNOairtel  dated  February  24,  1965. 

During  the  period  March  9,   1965,   to  April  27, 
1965,   a  number  of  firearm  dealers  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
have  been  contacted  relative  to  investigation  requested 
in  referenced  communication.     Based  on  information  fur- 
nished by  those  dealers,   determination  cannot  be  made 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  as  to  sliipments  of  firearms 
to  the  Jonesboro,  Bogalusa,  or  ^;e\v  Orleans  area  on  the 
basis  of  available  descriptive  data. 

Representatives  of  gun  dealers  in  Cliicago  from 
v.htjm  firearms  can  bo  purchased  either  on  an  over-the- 
counter  retail  basis  or  through  mail  order  purchases^are 
the  following:    ,  ^ 

■■■■  ^--h 


MFORMATICn  COHTAIMED 
HFFrin  iS'^'ICLf  '^^'FicD 
DATE  s^^L^^^/j^ 


fj2i- Bureau 

3-New  Orleans  (157-3290) 

(1  -  173-201)  ;/»v^ 
1-Chicago  ^^^lO^, 


0 


^^^^^ 


'5  -^^^^ 


>6 
58 

.S3  4:  iViA 


KJD:MDW  .    ^  cjni.  :i  :::adc 

(6)  3oL6-7i^l(/c/rY5 

for  rcvicv;  a',  l  by 


As  a  result  of  interviews  conducted  with  the 
al)ovc'  identified  individuals,  the  following  points  are  .  . 
noted  which,    in  effect,   \'.ould  preclude  an  exacting  search 
i.;un  eU.'.'iler   records   in  Cijica^o,    Illinois,    f<jr  shipiuents 
o:    fireari.is  to  the  named  Louisiana  areas: 

1)  it  is  noted  tliat  no  law  m  the  State  oi 
Il]inois  requires  dealer  registration  of  weapons  other 
than  hand  j^uns  and  nori;ially  only  the  name  and  address 

of  the  purchaser  as  furnished  by  the  purchaser  is  recorded. 
Ko  effort  is  made  to  insure  that  the  identities  and 
addresses  furnished  are,    in  fact,  authentic. 

2)  In  luost  cases  weapons  control  procedures 
utilized  by  a  given  fii'in  arc  set  up  according  to  description 
of  v.f-apon  by  serial  numbci*  or  by  date  of   ti'ansac t ion . 

3)  In  cases  where  customers'  names  are  maintained 
alphabetically,   no  index  is  available  whicli  would  refer  to 
the  particular  locality  in  which  that  customer  resides. 


4)     Purciias*.-::;  Kiade  by  Chicage  area  resiilents  for 

Ciiicago  ai'ca  may  in 


indL  vidua  Is  in  coiuniunities 
j.iost  cases  list  only  local 

It  is  noted  that 
identif  ied  above , 
gun  dealers  in  the  Midwest, 
available  to  him,   he  would 


outside  the 
addresses . 


on  March  9,  1965, 
whose  firm  is  one  of  the  largest  ■' 

advised  that  based  on  information 
estimate  that  there  are  approximate! 


25  firearm  dealers  in  the  Chicago,  Illinois,  area  who  are 
to  deal  in  the  sale  of  weapons  on  a  mail  ordei*  basis.  Of 


known 
this 


numbei",   he  said  many  are  considered  to  deal  in  large  volumes'-  '^^^^^^^^^ 
of  guns.    ^HHIH^^^^ddcd  he  could  not  speculate  as  to  the 
number  ol  small  dealers  who  have  occasion  to  do  business  out 
of  state.     He  extemporaneously  furnished  a  list  of  eleven  '  j V 

known  volume  dealers  which  list  is  maintained  by  the  Chicago 
Office,     Included  therein  are  such  firms  as  Sears  Roebuck  and 
Company,   Montgomery  V/ard,   and  Spiegel's,   each  of  which  has  a 
large  mail  order  business  throughout  the  United  States  in'/ '  . 
addition  to  regular  retail  sales  through  their  various  retail 

outlets, 

■■■■■■■111^  stated  that  to  searcli  records  of  the 

many  Chicago  firias  wliich  arc  recognized  as  gun  outlets  would 
very   likely  be  a  monumental  task.     He  explained  that  not 
ha\'ini:.  a  desci'iption  of  weapon,  date  of  purchase,   identity  of 
buj'or,   or  area  to  which  shipped,   would  make  an  exacting  search 
extrei.iely  difficult.     He  noted  that  by  having  any  of  the  above 
information,  a  search  of  such  records  would  be  facilitated. 

For  the  information  of  the  New  Orleans  Office  and 
to  exemplify   the  problems  encountered  in  such  a  record  search, 
1 1.   1  s  n c> t  o d  1 1  la t  d u r  i  n :j;  a  past  i n v Ci:; t  i 1  i o conducted  by  the 
C h  1  c a : ,o  O i  f  ic e  a  sea r c h  o  1    ihc  w cap o ii s  i" c-c o r d s  o f  K 1  e i n  '  s 
Sport  jiig  Cujods  v.;is  nee  ^  *ss.i  L-a.t  ed .      Thi:-j  soarcli  utilized  th<3 
s i" V  ic  c s  u  I   s  1 :-:    i  n d      i C u a  i  s   f  oi'  a  c c > i:  1 1  n u o u f  i  v e- hou r  per i o C. . 
In  connection  with  this  search,   the  serial  nuHiber  of  the  weapon' 
in  question  and  tliat  weapon's  desci-i  pt  ion  were  available  prior- 
to   initiation  of  rhis  search. 

In  view  of  the  above,   should  the  New  Orleans  Office 
rcques<t  that  the  search  of  gun  outlets  be  made,    it   is  desired 
that   efforts  be  made  to  develop  further  specific  infoi'mation 
regarding  sale  and/or  shipnicnt  of  weapons  to  the  named  Louisiana 
comiiiuiii t  ies .     Immediately  upon  receipt  of  tlie  advice  of  New 
Orleans,    this  search  v.ill  be  initiated  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
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B  I 
Date: 


6/10/65  . 


;*  Transmit  the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


Via 


1 1 


n 


S6 


ALL  i  :i;/;):v.:ATIOK  CnrypAIKS&wn        or  code) 


ci::lk;vxse 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 

 cuas^  j:_Ezi._Ex.^; 


TO: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (100*^2664) 
SAC,  DETROIT  (157-768)  (P) 


REASON  -  FCIM  11,  1-^,  -r.  2  <Jl 
DATE  OF  REVIEW    6  -     "&S'^     >s  a 


?^/OLirriONARY  ACTION  MO'^filENT 

IS  "  RAM 

(00:  CHICAGO) 


Ro  Detroit  a.irt6l  with  hW  to  the  Bureau,  dated 
6/3/65. 

Enclc^^^iod  foz-  tho  B^irGi^'^  «..re  itlao  copies  of  an  LELI 
ccnccrnins  captioned  m^^tter.     One  copy  of  the  LHT.I 
boing  fiirnishod  G-2  and  two  copies  of  the  LiUA 
boins  furnished  U.S.  Secret  Service,  both  Detroit, 
i.Uch.     Two  co'pics  are  :^1^jG  beinj  furnished  Chic::^so 
Y/hich  is  office  of  origin  in  this  natter  and  tvro 
copies  are  beinr^'  fuxniBhcd  Nev/  Orleans  which  h2.s  cm 
c.p};::.reiit  interest  in  view  of  mention  of  "The  De::cons 
for  Defense  £.nd  Justice"  ,  which  reportedly  originctedy^  fV^'^ 
in  tho  State  of  XiOiiisi^n::^, 

The  contents  of  the  LlLVl  h;ivG  bocn  r.is:.do  ^vail^ible  to 

The  LI'ii.!  is  being  classified  confidential     -  a  . 
sinco  inf ori'iiJi.tion  contained  therein  could  reasonably [^y'I; 
result  in  the  identif  issticzi;^  of  inforioants  of  j  ^ 

continuir.^  value 
effectiveness  tho: 


i  ^nti  thereby  compromise  the  future 
^  NOT  PWOORDED       '  a  \p\S>^  * 


(' 3  /  B"jre-u  (EnqOg)   (RiRS  JUN  22  1965  /      "l/  V 


2  -  Chicaso  (gpc.  2)  (RM) 
2  "  New  Orle^^Xs  (Eisic,  2>  (RM> 


4  -  Detroit 

(1  -  157-835  FWEC) 

(1  -  157-706      POSSIBLE  RACIAL  VIOLENCE) 


FjT/63iO 

(11) 


SOS  RB 


^1  JUN  WS*^^ 


special  Agent  in  Charge 


COWFMNT-IAi- 


XJNITED  ..rATES  DEPARTMEhT  OF  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


Re:      Revolutioimary  Action  Movement 
(RAM) 


Reference  is  made  to  Detroit  memorftndum  dsited 
,  1965,  captioned  as  above. 
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leag'A^J  of  N€^gr:ir^,  ^'^■^vii^;^:  for  J.'f r^tise* 
:i gainst  "5^hit^^  t*r'X')ji'cri^icLf.  i>  pii'Tte 
g-.c-rorss  the  Sciti!;. 

River  into  Mlssfi  ^ ^.i  j^j;' i  i 

l;«/?€*  SthaMxi  they  sre  usfe- 
them.     Tvi.C€^  in  ^ril  th-ft-y  h\xe 

"the  a'rgj,ni.z,^t£-C'S  r^l'm'i^:  %.  h.f<.rd 
ShrLtttftd  &  civil  ri.ght-s^  er^. i  s^Ti.tirfva 

commit t^t?    to   E:OD..rJ«*'l^D,'i;?^   !8;,]iJ.  iC'Si   .1 1- 

Sfelf  with  tfe<&  !?^*.-f^«::r.^i^  ^mcvjI  :<i:.i!"c i-^i'S. 


BEST  COPY  AVAILABLE 


■  -"^.^  i— * 


(RAM) 


In  I^&^isla'em. 

"The  ©rg:tsii.3r.Si,1^i(a:'!!:i  «^  f®rme-d 

whit*  Ix'tnuGu'^ud  that,  tf  tht-y  ^'^r® 
to        disf  eii-i©d  «g:ai.iCi>?.t  (clr:iarc;h 

klllingj^  h^:.T'e       dis  it  tfcs-r.sfri^i \^s<, 

t  J. or f..  s  Ji  1  ze^r  ^ f ,  t  li >pj  lf> e-'B; e-fvi^ s ,  '  f?-^  i 
tfc.at  th-^  oi'giii  rji.',fs.tlo  c  v.. SO  to.'  S5 

thtyV  fi  f '^rt-  v^.  T  K  ,"?:'rt     ^    '7  hi^- 
*  If-  * 

a:..inid  t-iij: 3 .'QJ: t ^i-.r >  ■ . 

h?v^^,d■rj[U;^L..■^'ts^:ir4^^  -^  t  r^*.?^  civil 
right  s.  n  c  rv^-^^L.  t , 


i 
4 


(RAM) 


"Richard  HA'/lej  of  Orlejics, 
the  Southern  Director  of  th©  Co egress 
of  Raci&l  Equality,  participated  in 
the  interview.    COEIS  th© 
Deacons  are  on  friendly  terms. 
Deacon  chapters  sxe  in  to-was  thiat 
have  CORE  staffer's  a^t  wijrk. 


"H5-ley  the*  ©(Cva^iieeti©!! 

between  the  twc  or^%niz'^t±<Q'ns  btt'gaa 
accidentally  at  JoEe^fcivro'  ^heii  GOHI; 
discovered  that  It??,  wo  raters  w®r®  s&fer 
with  the  Dss-cons  a.X'a'ii.L.I , 


;o 

1  L 

15 

i6 

48 
49 

:i 

52 
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'  »  , 

'9 


anaed  with  rifle^^  s.£.i  ri^itcls. 

' ' '  F V  c  i'  v-t     '  r, '  r .  O'-xn ,  piece'  , 

he  said.  ovga:ii2-'i,ticj;ii  providf-^ 

&.m:?ri'anit:ioi: J,  which  it  bu't':.  ia  (Quantity 
tcr  savings . 

"Tiicjr.?i.s  to  r  t  ii^i^  r^H.zC' 

weapons  to  <^fi<  ;:t  t'^r^h'^-'i^'  st,vi.t:.-s.B . 
Ke  favors  th^  30      c-i  l.i'irf-r  AriJiy 
carbin©  and  the  38  =-  v^^■,I.■^^f•.r  p*.i.s^ti>l. 
Some  moffibers  ha;.vf^  ^;.^t<;"'.^>tivr;  carbines 
that 'will  fire  30  r:w.i.ir  like 
msichinegiun .    Most  l.:*"         sfe-na'g'Ua* , 
Thoat^s  s&id. 

that  the  Deacons  m>j       ir?iinted  as 
a-ggressive  and  trlgg^-'T  happy.  They 
were  organized  stri.etiy  f-'i/r  def^^ni?.© 
and  they  are  highly  discipllxed, 
Thox&as  said. 

"One  of  thf-ir  rxi^J.Zi  io-'cs  is  to 
protect  civil  rightsa      risers  &nd 


-  4 


i 

■* 

6  Ciyi^i^zM^npoa 


i^;  -  Re:      Revo  lis  tloEary  Actiojfii  '  >.  niier^fc 
^  (RAM) 


12 

13  "volunteers  participatiag  civil 

14  rights  activities.    A  person 

15  .  knowlingly  exposes  himself  to  white 

16  violence  when  he  w&lks  a  picket ■ 

line.    But  when  at  night  he  is 

le  entitled  to  rest  without  worry,  and 

that's  where  the  Deacons  com©  in, 
Thomas  said, 

21 

2  2  "With  Percy  Lee  Bradford  of 

2  3  Jonesborft  as  presiid^t,  the  Deacons 

2  4  were  incorporated  in  M;%rch  as  a  non- 

^5;  profit  corporation  in  Lau^^iana." 


Re:      Revolutionary  Action  MoT(!ii3fieEt 
(RAM) 


1 

J- 


  _fthat  three  ot(^) 

the  Indivtdxials  In  .attendance  at  this  FWHC  meeting 


namel 


and 


are  also  local  RAM  memlsers. 


A  characterization  of  RAM  is 
t  contained  in  the  appendix 

hereto . 

All  unidentified  scurces  utilized  in 
the  appendix  ha.ve  furnished  reli&ble 
information  in  the  past. 

This  document  contair^s  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusion^  of  the  Federal  E'^reau  of  Investigation 
(FBI),     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned  to 
your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be  distri- 
buted outside  your  agency. 
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REVCLUricmRY  ACTiav  MOVE,ME>!T'  (RAM) 
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^5  Cn  November  3p  1964 j  &.  s^jurce  made  available  a  document 

"    entitled,  'The  Revolution^ixy  Actica  Meveiaent  Manifesto",  the 
^ocusienfc  having  been  cbt;&ined  by  the  source  frcm  an  individual 
to  be  a  membier  of  RAM, 

\\  This  document  &ts.^edf  in  part,  that  RAJd  was  officially 

zi  orga.nized  in  the  Winter  c-l  1963,  by  /  f  j o-.^jmeric<^ns  who  support 

;^  the  revo>lutiO'n:5.ry  objectives,  ef  RCBERI  F.  WILLIAMS,  new  residing 

;^  in  Cuba,  and  his  ccncept  o^t  rrg'^.nlzed  viojlence  to  achieve  the 

^  Iibexs.tlcn  of  the  Airc-A.w.ericxsn  pec  pie  in,  the  United  States,  This 
Manifesto  lef  Zee  ted  f.hri.t  RAM  h£.d  c^riented  its  program  to  one  of 

^  education  :'ind  pcliticis.l  revoluvica  aod  the  organization  of  a 

7?^ "'recognized  the  need  for  a  "bls-ck  revolution"  that  could  and  would 
seize  power,     BAM  philcscphy  is  described  in  this  document 

:^  as  one  of  r  evolutio-nary  n.?.ti c.ctnI  isir-.j  t  hSit  iSj,  one  involving 
'  ^  t h '3  struggles  of  the  nc  n •«  ^^n  l '  e  r ij,c e s  c  f  t h e    ?  r  I  d      a i ns t 

exploit?.tiC'n  and  eas lavement  by  the  vhite  capitalist  and 
I  \  imp er  i  ■5, 1  i e  t  n at;  i o n & . 

T-aEAk  Regarding  WlLLIAyS,  «,bovep  it  fheuld  be  r.oted  that  on 

;  iSitegust  28  J  1961,  a  Federal  '^^iXHn.x  vy  as  is^-ued  %x  Charlcxte, 
North  Carolina,  charging  him  v-ith  Unls.v/ful  Flight  to  Avoid 
Prcsecution  for  the  Criice  cf  KidnApping,     Subsequent  to  the 
\^  issuance  of  this  w-5j:r3.nv,  FMLIAVS  fled  the  United  States 

to  Cub5.>  where  he  nc*  publi5b.ee^  a  monthly  newsletter 
\\  entitled  "The  Crusader"  fa-ox  H.s.v:^n:i, 

On  November  16,  1965,  'jri,  second  source  advised  that  he 
learned  recently  from  a  P-AM  ir^;e?r.ber  that  the  organization  was 
begun  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Iswrgely  under  the  impetus  of 
DON  FREEMAN,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  desfecribed  as  the  'father"  of 
RAM  sand  referred  to  as  RA.M's  "Bl?s.ck  Stalin".    FREEMAN  now 
serves;  as  RAM  ChaiTnis,n,  with  MAjf^ELL  STANFORD,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  serving  RAM  a.ss  Field  Ch/*.irifi.s,n.    This  second 
source  advised  that  there  is  no  forKiii.1  headqus^jters,  as  such, 
^2  for  RAM  at  present,  but  thar  hes^dquaT teis  s.re,  in  effect,  with 
''^  FREEMAN  since  he  pla^.ys  %  dC3:iG%Dt  role  in  the  le:5.der^hip 
l^j&ad  directs  the  pclicies  and  activities  of  the  organization. 


'9 
■0 


CQNF 


fjt^TIAL 


12 

^2  This  second  source,   in  September,   1964,   advised  that 

'^RAM  is  dedicated  to  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  system 
*c^in,the  United  States,    by  violence   if  necessary,   and  to  its 
r^eplacement  by  a  socialistic  system  oriented  toward  the  Chinese 
j^-Communist   interpretation  of  Marxism-Leninism.     RAM  is  entirely 
^gnon-white  in  membership,   clandestine  in  nature,   and  owes  its 
{■gprimary  allegiance  to  the  "Bandung  World",  that  is,   the  non-white 
^Qp^^S'Ss  of  the  world,   rather  than  to  any  national  entityj  as  such, 

2\ 

-,2  To  date,   according  to  the  second  source,  in 

^^November,    1964,    RAM  has  organized  units  and  membership  in  several 
the  larger  cities   in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi 
T^River',   and  the  organization  is  currently  acti-^e,   attempting  to 
2j^recruit  new  members  and  expand  its  sphere  of  influence. 
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TRUE  cox^y 


Dear  Mr.  Hoover: 


West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
June  16,  1965. 


^  3 


Enclosed  are  some  clippings  taken  frpm  the  Des  Moines 
Sunday  Register,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  relating  to  the*'Deacons,  an 
organization  headed  up  by  one  Ernest  Thomas,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. 

This  organization  seems  to  be  patterned  after  all 
similax^  groups  such  as  JVlinutemen,  KKK  and  similar  groaps  which 
parade  under  the  guise  ot  being  a  defensive  organizations.    It  is  a 
Negro  organization  and  purports  to  take  the  law  into  its  own  hand 
rather  than  permit  local,  state  and  federal  officials  and  courts  to 
handle  this.    Armed  with  high  powered  weapons,  some  of  which  have 
great  fire  j)ower,  such  groups  unless  kept  under  rigid  surveillance 
and  control  could  lead  to  bloodshed  and  anarchy. 

It  is  also  surprising  the  apparent  ease  with  which  these 
people  obtained  these  weapons  when  they  are  denied  to  the  average 
citizen. 


Some  of  my  friends  are  deeply  disturbed  by  this 
organization  >.sv/eil  as  other  similar  armed  mobs.    Hence  the  reason 
for  tliis  letter. 


I  am  not  interested  in  what  has  been  found  out  about 
this  group  but  only  if  it  has  come  to  your  attention  and  is  receiving 
investigative  attention. 

Please  be  advised  your  support  out  this  way  is  very 
strong  and  unwavering.    People  still  have  tlie  greatest  confidence  in 
the  FBI  and  in  these  troublesome  times  provides  an  anchor  to  which 
people  can  lie.  -  /  /  /  I 

i\.J  i :  ./  -   ■  '       ' /: 

\  Wishing  you  many  more  years  of  continued  success. 


EREIN  IS  UwCCASSlFlZOf 


IMMED  DlXIEl 


1 


50  Chapters  Now, 
\       In  3  States  { 

Bv  Roy  Ilccd  1 
;  New  YorK  Times  N«w$S»rvic« 

■  ROGALUSA,  LA.-An  araied- 
k-ai;uo  of  Negroes.  forriK-d  to 
.dL-k-ad  Negroes  against  while 
''u-i-urisiV).  is  spreading  across 

■  I  hi'  South. 

i.    -W-x'  for  Dcrc:-;^o  and 

■  ]i-'^,tice.  born  la.-^i  ^ainini'r  sn 
.minr.ern  Louisiana,  has  crossed 
'iho  Mississippi  River  to  Mirfsis- 

atA  Alabama  and  plans 
to  move  into  every  S'uliiern 
,  state.  i 
The  Deacons  liavc  guiis  and  i, 

Ihcv  have  shown  they  a  r  j 
■  willinn  to  use  them.  Twice  in  [ 
'  Louisiana  they  have  opened  [ 
'  fire  on  harassing  whites.  \ 
I  The  organization  raises  aj 
'hard  qucslion  for  advocates  of; 
'n^a-violence.  Should  a  civill 
'rights  organization  committed! 

t.r non-violence  align  itself  wi^n 
jilie   Deacons   and   accept  Us 
Services,  as  one  org.mizatjfn 
I  l;,,s  done,  at  least  tacitly  if 
Miy  design? 


Doubt  Law  yj 
j]  The  Deacons  are  causing  conjj 
jcern  among  law  enforcement- 
l^uthorilies  in  Louisiana.  ThJ 
i  organization  was  formed  large- 
ly out  of  a  belief  that  Negroes 
could    not  '  expect  impartial 
trcaimcnt  from  white  lawmen^ 
land  that,  if  they  uere  to  be 
^defended  against  church  burn-j 
'■in^s  bombings,  beatings,  kill-) 
lings' and  terrorism,  they  would, 
'■hiu-e  to  do  it  themselves.  1 
'    Earnest  Thomas  of  Jones-  ; 
I  boro,  La.,  the  32-ycar-old  vice-  i 
'  •  president  and  organizer  of  the  , 
i  Deacons,  said  Friday  that  the  ] 
;  organization    had    50   to    55  \ 
!  chapters  in  various  stages  of  ] 
I  organization     in    Louisiana,  ; 

Miss issipjii  and  Alabama.  ; 
I  He  declined  to  disclose  the: 
'nun-ber  of  members.  Outsider's; 
':Have  guos.sod  from  5,000  toj 
'.15.000.  he  said,  but  he  would  not; 
ir.dicate  that  eiiher  figure  was. 
.correct.  \     .  \ 

•  The  main  strength  is  m\ 
■Louisiana.  The  incursions  across i 
the  Mi.ssissippi  appear  to  bei 
tciuative  and  exploratory,  withi 
i  c  0  n  s  i  derable  organizational 
iwork  still  to  be  done.  | 
!  Thomas  said  the  Deacons 
'could  spread  to  every  Southern 
;  state  in  six  or  seven  months, 
.  i'-with  hard  work." 
!  Visits  Members 

Thomas  visited  the  Deacons 
:  in  Bogalusa  Friday  in  the  wake 
'  T 

DEACONS—  t 

Cojitimjcd  on  Page  Eigh\ 
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Des  Moines  Sunday  Register 

Jont  6,  1965  S-G 

General  Section 

ARMED  with"" 
RIFLES,  PISTOLS 

DEACONS- 

Contimed  from  Page  One 

of  the  murder  of  O'Neal  Moore, 
one  of  Waf^iiinglon  Parish's  first, 
Nos''fi   dcpufy   slioriffs.  Many! 
Deacon  chapters  are  in  towns  i 
th<nl  have  CORE  staffers  at! 
work.  I 
Hi  chard  Ilalcy  of  Now  Or-! 
]canp,  the  soiilhern  director  ofj 
tiir  Congress  of  Racial  Equality, ! 
s.'jjd  ilip  connorlion  between  the 
rvo  n:f;ani/atinns  hepan  aeei- 
df'ni.'ill\'    ri!    Joiic.sijijro  _when 
CORK  discwered  lh«l  us  work- 
ers we-e  safer  with  the  Deacons 
around. 


Th(im;is  said  the  Deacons 
uvTo  armed  with  rifles  and 
pislnl";. 

"Hvervhody  owns  his  nun 
iiAX'O."  he  s.;iid.  The  ovgiini/.a- 
lioii  pri-.vide.s  fimmiinition,  which 
it  buys  in  quantify  ff>r  savinf,;s. 

He    hopes    to    .slaiuliti  di/e 
\\eapi-:is    to    effect  further 
>niTi:;<.    lie    favi.rs    the  ,10- 
>  ,tlili>  r,  Army  carhine  and  the 
.IS-ealiher  pistol.  Some  m em- 
he  rs  have  automatic  carbines 
llial  will  fire  30  rounds  like  n 
machine  Run.  Most  now  use 
shotfjnns,  Thomas  said. 
Thomas  and  Haley  share  a 
Ciini'eni  lliat  the  Dc. 'icons  may 
l)e  painicd  as  aggressive  aixi 
tvif;j;cr-happy.  They  were  or  gas- 
i^ed  .'strictly  for  defense  arjr 
tiicy  -  arc    highly  discipline 
Tiiom.-i.'.  said.  '     ^  ! March  as  a  non-profit  corpora- 

{)ne  uf  Ihcir  main  jobs  is  i^Ujon  in  Louisiana. 
|ii-oteet  cjvi!  ri|;nt.<;  workers  and' 

voSunlc  rs  parlicipaiint;  in  civil      The  idea  .started  lasl  sum- 


;"S  parlicipaiing  in  civil 
ri'^his  ;  i  tivities.  A  person  know- 


lucr  iti  JoiH'sboro  after  a  Ku 


in^ly    X puses  jiimseU  to  while  j  ^^^^  j,,,^..,^^  (trough  a 


street,  Thomas  said. 


wlicn  he  walks  a  piekcl- 
I  wlicn  he  p.H's  lo  bed' 
li.-  t".  entillMl  lo  resli  '""'l*'  Ihrouph 

rry.  and  Ihal'v  where'  the  street  (bniwinR  out  leaf- 
lets Mith  a  Jonosbnro  police 
cMrorl. 


come  in,  Thtimasi 


''Lirifd  in  March 
1  c.''.'v  iJ'c  l',f  .iii/./rd  <<f 


[something  for  ourselves,"  he' 
j  said.  I" 

I  $25,000  AWARD  I 

\  hoc;alusa,  la.  aP)-Gov\  \ 

■h)hn  J.  .McKcithcn,  in  a  foughj 
jniood  over  racial  troubles  here.'; 
'offered  a  .$25,000  cash  reward  [j 
: Saturday  lo  help  crack  the  am-I( 

bush  slaying  of  a  Negro  deputy,  l\ 
McKeitheti,  after  meeting  with 


Irlil.  tin- 

Ml  .i!ciL  in  »"•'"". 


f;.'.-,fic<i        11  VAC  \Mmc.r  the  ranking  investigators  in  the 

W'u'.d  <|o  that  for  the 
l(ii-fi    v.c    li:irj    hcller„  do 


slayinfi  of  Wa.shinfiton  Parj.-sf 
Deputy. O'Neal  Moore,  met, wilt: 


June  22,  1963 


West  De3  Moines,  Iowa 
Dear  

Your  letter  of  June  )Mh  has  been  received, 
dxid  it  \va.s  good  to  hear  from  you.  Your  best  wishes  and 
the  confidence  in  the  work  being  handled  by  the  Bureau 
expressed  in  your  letter  are  also  deeply  appreciated. 

Thank  you  for  forwarding  the  newspaper 
clippings.  Your  observations  are  being  made  a  matter 
of  record. 

sincerely  yours, 
J.^  Edgar  Hoov.ej? 


1'^ 

NOTE:  Correspondent  is  on  the  Special  Correspondents'  List.    Ke  £OD 

mi^and  retired  ^tl/lt^ff  His  file  is  satisfactory.  MHHBV 

DCL/ufp      The'Deacons  fpr_pefense  and  Justice  are  subject  of  Bufile  157-246 

(3)-  ' 


F  B  I 

Date:  6/15/65 


( I  ypc  in  p 

AIR  MAIL  -  REGISTERED 


( Priority )  ^  ^  a 


DIRECTOR,   ?I?I  r::cz?7  ;VH]^£  SHCiVIi 

\  /  1  cihik;visx  ,  ^  , 

^SACj  LOS  .MtGELES  (157-11o^-) 

DRACOnS  }?PK  DEFEH3E  P'lXD  JUSTICE 


/1 1^  ! 


a".: a    T e     c  a c  on g  ; 


CII/iRLE;.:'  STOj^,  Spokccnr  n  ^  ."/^  a^  /  ;  /<?T#^^) 

"  ..,      ,.  -r    -    r.f  n-p^.-  C !. ASS .  &  EXT .  EY  0/'^/5(26  7rf5  7^^.^ 

Uw.    i.....    UiJ.G^.io  DATE  OIM^SVIE'^;  L^'J^^ 


End cG eel  for  the  Bureau  are  .eiGiit  (3)  copiGS  or 
a  Ico-UGrlicad  mcr^orandur:  (LHIi)  Get  tine;  out  ooGervationc  or 
r;A  ■■■■BBHH^^^'-^^'O  vicvjcd  Los  Anr-cles  TV  Charaiel  11, 
unrV-.y  ni'-litj  6/13/65  ooGoi^vlnr^  the  "LOUIS  LCI-L^X  Shov;,'' 
lL\RLI::;'v  GIIA^  rrcni  Bocalucaj  Louisiana,  v:ho  claiinecl  to  1; 
-   ■  -  -..^^  -^1^^         AurcA  .";uc3t. 
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Jnit.^Los  Ar]';G?Lcn  and  occrct  Service,  Loc  An^^eleo. 
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rally  on  (^J 
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jal  Agent  in'^haTg» 


It  is,  l)eins  noted  that'  subsequent  to'  the  appearance ^ 
of  SIMS  on  the  foregoine;  descrilDed  TV  pi-QGra.ni,  anonymous  ■  ^'V  ■■. 
tcleDhcno  i^rotects  V7ere  received  at  the  Log  An^eleG  Office 
conpiairiinc;  gg  to  the  ai"iG  ana  arms  oi  SiLS  _and  "The  De:iCons"- 
v;h i  c i  i  Indicate  d  t  o  t h e r.i  t he  for i.iat  ion  o  iT  a  "  K^e ^ r o  I-CIQ^  • ' ' 


V.;:  r. 


LEAD 


L03  jMiOELSS 


AT -LOS  a::gsles,  California. 

deriarturo  cI'  ol-Ci  I'ron  Log  An^clcG. 


V/ill  reoort  the 
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UNI'irJ)  S'J'ATKS  DK  PA  K'J'M  I'wXT  OT  J^./nCi: 

FEDEKAL  BUREAU  OK  INVESTIGATION 

Los  Angeles,  California 


June  15^ 
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DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 
also  known  as  "The  Deacons;" 
CHARLES  SIlvB,  Spokesman 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


j  1  N 


A  Special  Agent  of  the  FBI  Yiewed  the  "Louis  Lomax 
TV  Show,"  Channel  11  ^  Los  Angeles,  California,  "beginning  11  p.m. 
Sunday  night,  June  13 >  Charles^^ims,  the  featured  gu«st, 

described  himself  as  "The  Man"  in  "Tfiex  Deacons"  in  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana,  saying  he  vjas  41  years  old,  a  native  of  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana,  had  finished  one  year  of  high  school,  had  served' 
four  years  and  five  months  in  the  U.  S.  Army  attaining  the  rank 

He  had  sold  industrial  insurance  prior 
with  "The  Deacons"  and  currently  is 
working  as  an  underwriter  for  a  builders'  insurance  group. 


Sims  v;as  observed 
teiTiples,  balding  on  the  top 
in  the  niddle  of  his  chin, 
of  medium  build. 


to 

G± 

Ke 


be  a  male,  Negro,  graying  at  the 
his  head  and  a  scar  vjas  noticed 
appeared  to  be  about  5 '10"  ^cl 
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three  or 


Lb   ctf-^jU  tiiiu    uxictL   iiu;'i  mtji 

four  states.     He  declined  to  give 


Sir.s  iitated  that  "The  Deacons"  were  organized  about 

CT/^     4-,^     t-^r\      ^"\"^#^v-\'4-/^"*'.rt  -ivi 

the  total  numerical 
membership.     1 10  claimed  "The  Deacons"  were  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  civil  rights  workers  v/ho  could  not  obtain 
protection  from  local  law  enforcement  authorities. 

Sims  stated  that  "The  Deacons"  are  amed  and  are  buying 
more  arms  with  which  to  defend  themselves.    He  admitted  he  is 
aware  that  it  is  not  legal  for  them  to  carry  weapons,  but  that  he 


caught 


vjeapon 


tha.n  wi.thout  one  in  Boffalusa, 


1 


7  /^^.  {y{  :^(>_,>^L/jJ 
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•DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE, 

Iso  known  as  "The  Deacons;" 
CHARLES  SIMS^  Spokesman 
RACIAL  MATTERS 
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He  voiced  the  opini6n  that  in  the  event  of  "trouble"  that  "blood 

could  rally  100  armed  men  within  fifteen  minutes  notice  and  had 
done  so  previously.      He  claimed  he  had  used  his  gun  twice  hut  did 
not  elaborate. 


Any  suggestions  made  to  this  program  while  Sims  vjas 
being  interviewed  which  favored  "non-violence"  v/ere  unacceptable 
to  Sims  and  to  the  audience  who  applauded  Sims  wildly  with  Lomax 
commending  Sims . 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program^  Lomax  stated  Sims 
would  spend  the  next  few  days  in  Los  Angeles  meeting  with  various 
civil  rights  organizations. 


A  newspaper  article  entitled  "Negro  'Deacons'  Claim 
They  Have  Machine  Guns^  Grenades  for  'War*^',  trnd  dated  June  13, 
1 96 5  app ea re d  in  the   '  Los  Ange  1  e  s  Ti .-.le s  ,  "  " cJxo  I uis  i  ve  t  o  The 
Tines  fron-  a  Staff  VJriter^  was  copied  and  is  a  part  of  the 
e  1 1  e  r lie  a d  me  m u  r  a n  d  u :r. . 


article  entitled 
"  appeared  in  the 


Deacons  Chief 


A  second  nev/s paper 
Defends  Aims  on  Visit  to  L.A."  appeared  in  the  "Los  Angeles 
Times"  dated  June  l4,  I965  which  was  the  results  of  an  interview 
with  Sins  by  Times  Staff  VJriter  Paul  Weeks ,  also  was  copied 
and  made  a  part  of  this  letterhead  memorandum. 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor 
conclusions  of  the  FBI.    It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is 
loaned  to  your  agency^  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to  be 
distributed  outside  your  agency. 


S6 
■) . 

■0 
■.2 


-  2  ^ 


(Mount  Clipping  tn  Spoce  Below) 


!^gro  'Deacons'  Claim  They  Have 

Wi^dunQ  Guns,  Grenades  for  'War' 


:5 

16 

; -H^.Or.Al.rSA,  I.:),— At  l\voi 

1  g-rol  nirotin,L;s,  i>n;h  alfcnrl-l 

hv  rcpfCf<\il:i:nTy  of  ihcl 
-'^ni^iyi^'"  Jw'iL^cl  Kqvialily.j 
i'Oi  Deacons  Uv  ]~)i>fcnsfi  ^nd; 

V^^Hf*  p;ur.f;  and  f;ronacIcs  for] 
in  racial  wiu-fare.  i 

24rncd  ta-iL  tl.t?  i>o;,'.'ilusa! 
7  5ipter  or'ii>''  nnriril  N'o;^ro| 

2  !  t't  n :  c    ;;:<■>.,>    <  ? :  -x-  i ;  >">0f  I ' 

*  i*.iItary-i>  ;.o  w 


l!  rials  and  having  armed  con-jf^f  Deacons  was  organized  in 


Jone?Hnro  hs^i  summer,  re- 
portedly wiUi  the  aid  of 
rOllK  'member?,  to  prolecL 
N-cgroes  and  <ivj]  ri^hl.s 
workers  from  armed  racists 
Earnest  Timmas.  32,  of 
JonC5!)Oro,  an  official  and 
full-time  or;:;ani/.cr  of  the 
Dpaconr,  h,is  told  newsmen 


fr<iniaU'<'>ns  with  poticemrn 
when  Negroes  are  arroslcd. 

The  rising  militancy  of  the 
Draeons  ,ind  the  expansion 
of  the  movement  is  a  new 
element  in  tha  civil  righU; 
s!ruj:;g!e  which  federal  and 
stale  officials  view  with  in- 
creasin;:^  concern.- 

In  ]'.a-alu,^a  a  veteran  po-M^''^  t'^^''  ^'  no\v  '.0  to  "j 
lice  officer  said:  K'haptei  s  in  l.ouisiana.  Mis- 

"Thcy  a:o  fiirtin;;  ^vi!h!^i^-iin^i ^^^^^'J^^'i^^- ^' 
nan^'cr.    The    othor    nij^lnjijiisinp  units  are  hcinfr  esta- 
;;-,(>re  was  a  little  eommot.!onj'>li>l^(^<i         ^-"^n  Krancisco. 
and  rinnors  of  trnul)lc  in  the!^'c"'\'  Vork  and  oi her  large  ci- 
( t/ioiTd     cniiKminitv.     Tneitif^^.  '"^f  ^-'id. 

^  hoif  u  n  m  thr^ir  r.'irsi    Tlmnias  and  annlhrr  r.ffi- 
nl  i-ip;);:^^  around  the        o:  (ii-^  i-arent  i;:oiin.  Vi.y 
<{r-,c]x  I )•>■:] J<(rivp,i;.-;*'rC. 
' -i  lii'^'n  sc'niioi  coach  in  .loiif-- 
i)n;n.  canie  !o  ]%n:^,i;u>a  in 
(Ki ry      o:ga;;u;c  theJ<> 
I ' cal  clia p; cr.  ,  j 

With  them  were  two  wljite 
{.XYlUu  wo.'keju — Sieve  Jlii- 


;'',cy  kfu'p  that  iij)  t'nry 
i.  '-^  i)ii>::ui  to  Mill  into  Iron- 

! 

i"(  )iv  \']    li;-.^    ro  -  operate 
\v'-'.\\  ;;-.<->  l")'-.-C'5i-,5  in  civn 

rights  work  in  iio-alusa  and^'^'^^^'--  'v^'' -^'^^^^^^^-'S  f 
Jone^boro.  The  sc-crcL  orderiPlcaso  Turn  to  Pg.  16,  Col.  1 
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— Aobcrt  Hick*;,  vico  prcsidVt 
Lc-rrLJi?,  r.:ir.-cys.  ccn-.c'O  to  tor 


:  g<''<.cd  in  front  ot  i-.is  hoi^sG  ^vhich  he  5Q;d  ^^os  fifed 
^'^^aJrom  pcssing  cjfo.  Ha  returned  g-jnfrre.  '■' 


of 


4  2?h  ])roro.-  -o:-.  i 


violent  black, 
"  (.iccl.Trod 


to 


1  .^'y  wC'"''' 


rjin-vioinnt   Xc,r:rop3  to'-  sit 
down  and  barj^ain.  whenever; 
[:r:v\n\  TTic::t-|  1  hn  thir,,::  is  over— and  iron  llj 
!  Ya;-..  -.Tj.o:-:-!  o;:t,  1  aoo-jtlo,  , 

l:c»t,  f.;  .mil  hcA-\  "We're  gonna  be  ready  /orl 
1  6y  jv-.cisU  in  Bo:;:,l;i'^a.  'em.  We're  gonna  hava  to  bci 
\  tic  r.i;Tnt  April  7  Yaics  rearhMo  survive."  i 
^gtayin;:^  r-.r.  ;ba  home  of  About  L>  per?:onf;  attended > 
^  Robert  IHcl-ia  whpn  the  organizaliOiial  mccling|, 
fired  nacV;  <"ii  whiles  st  a  Nf';<i'D  uuioa  haU  here!' 
S3hot  at  3i;.i  ]ia;nc.)  Koh.    2).    They  included 

1  Charles  Sinr-,  an  ex<-^b  driv- 
'irr  wiih  a  policQ  record  of  a,'^- 
rir.d  coi^^c.i'rd  wea- 
pr>-C-'',  who  v.  ;,s  r'cctcd  chrip- 
teti  president;  A.  Z.  Yoiin;^, 
'(KV-^iciont  of  the  Bo;::a]ii^,-(iCi- 
'ic.  and  Voters  Lea^juc.  cl^f't- 
od  ^  vice  president,  nd 
j^tobert  1  licks,  a  no  I  her  ^'o- 
lers  Lcacae  official. 


tomliat  'JncvHnblo' 

y2  the  orf::anizatlorial 
S'Jrig,  jvirkpatrick  ds- 
(s'Xacral  conihat  [as 
ii'is  inevitable.  The 
'  learned. 
~>6 


S3 
^9 

o2 


Both  and  }-Iick<^  re-i 

fir-e4-4;;^!;  a  Time?  rrparrrr 
whether  llogaliisa  Beaeon? 
are  armed  ~\vith  '  machine 
^ns  and  other  mililari'-typo 
weapons. 

"You  know  belter  than  to 
apk  me  questions  like  that,"! 
said  Sims.  \ 

Hicks  3;aid,  'You  don't  t^-llt 
your  opponcntj  what  you're] 
doing  in  any  kind  of  con-! 
flict."  I 

rowcrfiil  Weapon^  V'-frr;! 

Kirkpatriok    war.-   i  ('t 
new  Dracons  ag.i:.-.  i 
tendency  to  buy  ?-o\r, -:]..;:':. 
chcao,  !:kc  a  lifJc  oie  .2-.'m. 
b('r  rifle."  Hg  said.  "That's] 
iin"  \vc3pon— you  need  high-; 
po^^•rred  ru'io.^."  ] 
"if  you  X'^'^na  U50  a  p;,=;-' 
tol."  ha  yaid,  "ii^o  a  .3S,  A^ 
Fhor;^un.  is  good  to  hsva  fori 
cIosc-distsncQ  firin.?."  ■ 

,D  0  a  c  o  n  s  .standardized: 
1.}?eir  weapons,  he  ^a:d.  innk-! 
ir,:^  it  prac*'.cnl  to  buy  ri~nu>; 
]'i):'''-'n  \<y  the  ca-c,  i 

h'i:  you  orhy  n;-' 
fo:.r  i)  u  ;  i  e  t  ?,"  i'r''  s  a  i 
'you'ro  0..;.  o;  th^  f:::h:  r^- 
f'lre  it  :-[(.:[■<.  Keep  pic^niy  of 
an'xo  at  your  honso,  in  your] 
err  whcro'.v-:-  y<v:  nrc.  !>' 
:v,r;dy.  I  carry  with  niG  ni'-'';' 
^.ll  the  tima  a  hundrcq' 
rounds."  jj 

I.  Tiiorr. as  i n t e r j e t ed .  " \  V f ' 
h^ive  contacts  in  Chira.::o  and' 

Houston  for  au;r,ma;;o  w.\-<- 
^•p^^ns — for  ,oO-cahber  and  .Sv- 
c^diber."  ; 

ivSomconf?  asked,  "Whavs 
*t,hat,  machine  guns?" 

"Yeah — and  we  got  gre- 
nades too,"  Thomas  .<;aid. 
"Wo  want  to  or  ready  if  they | 

•>->  (J  i  tiviwiii,.  I 

Katlio  Coniinunicndnni  | 
Thomas  e.\  plainer!  that' 
Deacon,^  pay  SiO  initiation 
fee-  <and  .S2  a  month  dues  to 
their  local  chapters,  which  in 

:turn  pav  the  parent  orga no- 
vation §100.  plus  30%  f,f 
due?;.  In  return,  ho  said,  tl^c 
parent  group  helps  equip  ic>- 

■cai  chap  [era  with  two-way 
radio  equipment. 


1^  T/,e  .^am'o  week  the  Boga- 
jhr  a  chapter  was  fotreed, 

lot  UT  J.-ni!  ician.i  imirp 

I.   viixno  »VClC 

joe  n.::  c.^tsbli.chcd  in  Baton 
jl^^u.';e.  Xcw  Iberia  and  Pia- 
iqurmme. 

!  T  h  0  n)  a  s  told  the  Ko- 
g^^iu>a  -I'oup  ;hat  Deacons 
chanters  have  inter-ciiy  ra- 
dio co:nmun;caMons  lh?y 
c.Tiv  cai:  *;or  reinforcement^- 
'^n  05SQ  of  emergencies. 


"I  IIP  u.-e  oi  watK:iC-iaiK:csi 
f.-i-._  |-.o;.rol    wnik    was  de-l 


hv  Yar^^  and  Miller, 


!  jvirkpatrirk  .■^aid  P*^acons 
|",-.-o.)ld  not  "protect  the.  man 
jv.'h.--  i.s  in  th.e  wrong."  but 
j  would  want  to  •"check  thing.^ 
jout  and  rnakc  sure  he  gct.s  a 
I  fair  trial." 

]  "Th?!  wW.i'-",  wi;I  pester 
.you,"  co:nmc;i;od  one  Dca-. 
■co:\,  *';)•.! t  voh'M  thoy  sea  thej 
I  hard  ware,  they  will  take 
'  co'.'cr." 

I        -JOO  Attend  MecCnj 

h'-.v,-;;!.;  cay  v/..s  atiendcd  'oy 
'aiv.iut    400    prisons.  The 

\hn\i  were  hcaviiy  pairolied' 
I'riy  Deacon.=;.  Xo  newsmen i 
j\'.'era  prc^en!.  J 
I  The  forniaUon  of  the  Bo;;a-i 
|!usa  chapter  was  snnounccdi 
ibv  liieks.  wd'.o  .*;aid  lhat:' 
[COKE  had  bronght  two  offi-j 

c'.sb  of  the  Deacon."*  irom; 

Jonosboro  to  organizo  the! 

unit.  I 
I-fick.';  s.-;id  ']\a  riOgrdu.=;a! 

chap'.er  wouM  no  "the  samci 

a  a  in  Jono.-bo;-o.  They  got' 

radio.',  walkie-iaikie.^,  :j:ro-'. 

n;,des,  gas  banii)s,  M-l  rii"!'"-?.; 

They  set  up  a  ]>atrol  .«;y.sie:Ti' 
jfor  tlif^  .Vo.^To  coinnuiniiy."  ; 

With  the  j')eacoi..->  patroll-| 
jin;;,  liicks  i^aUl,  "Xo  \yh;tc; 
jne->on  will  be  allowed  ■)ln  a: 
;.\'e;:ro  area  at  ni;;ht— s.-jlc.s-' 

mr-i  or  an>"hody.''  Thmyle-' 

rous  .-.pplausd  and  cheers; 

greeted  that  remark.  ; 


■  ™— 


